Board of Directors Meeting Agenda
March 9, 2025

vm Hotel Roanoke and Conference Center

VIRGINIA BUILDING & CODE OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION

1. General Business

Call to order — Michelle Coward

Pledge of Allegiance-Dennis Hart

Roll Call of Voting Board Members-Sandra Harrington

Agenda review-call for additions to the agenda-Michelle Coward
Approval of the January 24, 2025, Board minutes-Michelle Coward

®o0 o

2. Officers Reports

President (Michelle Coward)

Region Chairs (Jason Laws)

Time & Place (Kyle Kratzer)

Sergeant at Arms (Dennis Hart)

Past Presidents and Nominations (John Broughton)
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3. Association Business
e  Unfinished Business
Proposed by laws Change related to retirees (see attached)

e New Business
Recommendation of ADTAC position from nominations committee
Recommendation of TRB representative from nominations committee

4. Committee and Other Reports
a. Committee Reports
i Awards and Resolutions
ii. Education
iii. Energy Conservation
iv. International Building Code
2 International Residential Code
Vi, Legislative
Vii. Membership
viii. Permit Technician
iX. Plumbing/Mechanical Code
X. Property Maintenance
Xi. Public Information
Xii. Existing Building Code
Xiil. Ad hoc Administrative
Xiv. Ad hoc Fire Code
XV. Ad hoc Technical Training and Outreach Program
XVi. Ad hoc Virginia Code Education Conference (VCEC)
ADTAC
BCAAC
DHCD
DPOR
DRC
ICC
ICC Region 7
TRB
VFPA
VIAEI
VPMIA
. WEBMASTER
WICED

S3—AFAToS@mea0T

Future Meetings
June 6, 2025- Board Meeting, Henrico Parks and Rec, 6800 Staples Mill Road, Henrico, Va.
September 6-9, 2025-Board Meeting, Annual Business Meeting and Annual Conference-Williamsburg Lodge
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Presidents Report
March 9, 2025

I want to begin by thanking each member of the Board of Directors for their dedication and commitment to the
mission of VBCOA. Your efforts continue to strengthen our organization.

I hope that the Region Chairs and Committee Chairs benefited from the Orientation that took place in January.
As discussed, it is important that the members of the Board of Directors review and provide feedback on our
By-Laws, Strategic Plan and Duties and Responsibilities documents. These documents provide us with the
guidance to operate our organization in the best manner possible. Your input is invaluable in this process.

Since our last board meeting the officer corps has been working on ensuring that we have a successful mid-year
conference, and the annual conference planning is well underway. Both events are opportunities for professional
development, networking, and advancing the priorities of our organization.

As the Region Chairs start the work of presenting a balance budget to the Board for FY26 it is important for us
to keep in mind that we all play a part in ensuring that our organization is solvent and that our financial posture
can support the initiatives and goals that we have in place for our organization.

We are continuing to work with enhancing our communication strategies to ensure members stay informed and
engaged. Through our continued efforts with keeping our website updated, producing our newsletters and
outreach to our members from our Region Chairs and Committee Chairs, we are engaging our membership even
more. Your ongoing support in these efforts is needed to foster an engaged and informed membership.

I am making it a priority to attend meetings and encourage Region Chairs and Committee Chairs to extend
invitations to myself and the officer corps whenever they meet. This will help strengthen support and
communication between leadership and chairs. While we may not be able to attend every meeting, we are
committed to attending whenever our schedule allows.

As we move forward, | remain committed to fostering collaboration and communication within our
organization. | appreciate your time and commitment to VBCOA, and I look forward to working with all of you
as we continue to advance our mission. | am grateful for the opportunity to serve alongside such a committed
group of leaders.

Respectfully Submitted,

Michelle Goward

Michelle Coward
President, Virginia Building and Code Officials Association



VECOA

VIRGINIA BUILDING & CODE OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION
February 7, 2025
By-Law Amendment

Madam President,

As Immediate Past President I am putting forth a By-Law change to the membership as provided
below. This change has been vetted by the Past Presidents Council and is submitted to be voted
on by the membership at our Mid-Year Conference in Roanoke on March 10, 2025.

The by-laws change would be to add the verbiage “retired members”.

Please review below:

Amend Article V, Section 4 A (insert retired members)

A. Active, honorary, and retired members shall enjoy all rights and privileges granted by membership in The
Association. Only active, honorary and retired members shall have the right to vote on general business conducted
by the Association. Only active members shall have the right to serve in the capacity of Officer. Active, honorary
and retired members may serve in the capacity of Standing Committee Chairperson, Special Committee
Chairperson or Region Chairperson positions of the Association

Amend Article VIII, Section 3 A (insert retired)
Section 3. Special committees shall be appointed by the President or as outlined below:

A. A Past President's Council composed of the Past Presidents of the Association that have active, honorary or
retired membership status and shall be chaired by the Immediate Past President. In the event that the Immediate
Past President is unable to serve, the Past Presidents Council shall elect a chairperson

Amend Article XI (Sectionl, Section 2, Section 3) (insert retired)

Section 1. An annual meeting shall be held at a time and place determined by the Board of Directors. The date of
this meeting and its location shall be made known a minimum of six months in advance of the meeting. Official
notice of the meeting shall be mailed to the membership not less than 30 days prior to the date thereof. This
meeting shall be for the purpose of presenting educational programs, electing officers, receiving reports of the
officers and committees, and for any other business that may arise. A minimum of thirty active, honorary or
retired members present shall constitute a quorum.



Section 2. A semi-annual business meeting shall be held at a time and place determined by the Board of Directors.
Official notice of the meeting shall be mailed to the membership not less than thirty days prior to the date thereof.
This meeting shall be for the purpose of receiving reports of the officers and committees, and for any other
business that shall arise. A minimum of thirty active, honorary or refired members present shall constitute a
quorum.

Section 3. Special meetings may be called by a majority vote of the Board of Directors. Notice of such meetings
and the business to be conducted shall be mailed to the membership not less than fourteen days in advance of the
date thereof. Mailed ballots, received within seven days after the scheduled meeting shall be considered in
determining decisions made at such meetings. A minimum of thirty active, honorary or retired members present
shall constitute a quorum. Special meetings may be conducted using electronic messaging or teleconference.

Thank you,

S i

John W Broughton
VBCOA- Immediate Past President
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REGION REPORT: REGION IlI
BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MEETING — MID-YEAR CONF. MARCH 9™ & 10™ 2025

Region Il meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month at The Wood Grill Buffet in Harrisonburg, VA at 10:00 am.

e Oct. 10 — A DHCD Off-site construction, Manufactured/Industrialized Buildings program was scheduled and there was
no Region Il meeting in October.

November meeting — 10/14/24, 10am, 16 active members and 5 jurisdictions represented. Christopher Eads Deputy
Building Official for the City of Harrisonburg give a presentation on Hazardous Occupancies, materials, storage,
classification, etc.. Tom Hansen stated that the November DPOR training event held in Harrisonburg had 31 attendees
netted just over $2000. Motion made by David Beahm to donate $1000 to the state VBCOA board. Seconded by David
Smithgall. This was the second Code Change Training Event held by Region Ill. Thomas King/DHCD Report: Accessibility
Code Change Training (CCT) is now available online at the VLC website covlc.virginia.gov. Thomas King/DHCD Report:
2021 code changes become mandatory on 1/18/25. Next Region Ill meeting — December 12, 2024 in Harrisonburg at
Wood Grill Buffet.

December meeting — 12/12/24, 10 am, 29 members were present with 9 jurisdictions represented. Marjorie King,
DPOR — Asbestos Requirements, could not attend this schedule meeting and has been rescheduled for a later time. With
Marjorie not presenting a decision was made to have an open forum discussion.

Round Table Discussion:

1. Members were informed that a monthly meeting of Building Officials occurs in the form of a phone conference.
This is interjurisdictional, and a variety of topics are considered. For more information, please contact David
Beahm.

How localities are handling the data within the 2022 version of the ASCE with its snow load data was discussed.
How localities would handle the short cycle R-values within the 2021 codes was raised.

Other Code updates were a topic of discussion.

The importance of having members with real world experience serving in committees was stressed as the
vehicle by which the USBC could be developed for the common good.

Issues that arise with contractor’s licenses was discussed.
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Electrical disconnect requirements was discussed.
8. A job opening for a Code Enforcement Officer opening in Waynesboro was noted.

Old Business:
The matter of the difference in the number of VBCOA region members from the state level to the local level was raised
along with the importance of holding a membership at the state level.



New Business:
First Motion:

David Beahm made a motion that Region IlI's funds be utilized to pay for the hotel lodging for Region Il officers
to attend the January Board meeting in Charlottesville on January 23rd and 24th, 2025. The motion was seconded by
Joshua Simmons. The motion passed unanimously.

The Second Motion:

A motion was made by David Beahm that Region IlI’s funds be used to pay for registration for Region Il
members who would like to attend the VBCOA mid-year conference in Roanoke on March 9th and 10th, 2025. The
motion was seconded by Monica McClure and opened for discussion. A modification to the motion was proposed by
John Glover to include hotel accommodations for 1 night for the Region’s attendees. This modification was seconded by
David Smithgall. This motion, with the modification, passed unanimously.

Motion Three:

A separate motion was made by David Beahm that Region IlI's funds be used to pay for hotel accommodations
for 2 nights for any officers that wish to attend the VBCOA mid-year conference in Roanoke (March 9th and 10th). There
was a second by Jay Lancaster. It was put up to a vote and passed with all in favor.

Audit Committee and fourth motion:

A discussion about the mechanics involved in performing an audit arose.

The discussion moved into questions about volunteers, audit intervals, and the best number of volunteers to
perform the audit. The following volunteers came forward: Fred Lohn from Waynesboro, Monica McClure from
Strasburg, and Jay Lancaster from Staunton. These volunteers were then formally accepted as the audit committee by a
motion put forward by John Glover, a second by David Beahm, and a vote with all in favor.

Digital Codes:

One of the current perks of being an associate member was described by Charles Hendricks: a substantial
discount on the ICC digital code subscription.

David Beahm made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mark Fleet. All were in favor. The meeting adjourned
at 11:24 am.

VBCOA Board of Director’s Meeting in Charlottesville — 01/23/25 & 01/24/25 David Smithgall Chair & Thomas Hansen
Vice Chair attended.

January meeting — 01/09/25

The meeting was called to order at 10:10 a.m. A quorum was present with 22 active members and 7 jurisdictions
represented. Article IX of the By-Laws applies.

Reading of Minutes and Treasurer’s Report:

The draft minutes from the 12/12/24 meeting were presented. A motion was made by Tom Hansen and seconded by
Monica McClure to accept the draft minutes. All were in favor.

The treasurer’s report was presented.
Reports of Officers:

The vice chair discussed the upcoming programs.



Old Business:
The upcoming director’s meeting and the mid-year conference scholarships were discussed.
The status of the audit committee was discussed.
New Business:

Three committee vacancies were filled: education, public, and existing building code.
Round Table Discussion:

Topics raised were code updates, upcoming presenters, inspections, plan review, Building Safety Month with
opportunities for training programs, 3rd party review software, and the digital codes, among others.

Dates of Future Events:

. February 13, 2025 — Aaron Fisher — MST Bar (fiberglass rebar) Canceled because of weather conditions
. March 9-10, 2025 — VBCOA Mid-year Conference at Hotel Roanoke — Roanoke, VA

. March 13, 2025 — Joe Doyle — Metwood Products

. April 10, 2025 — Michelle Coward — VBCOA sitting president

ADJOURNMENT:

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded, and all were in favor. The meeting adjourned at
11:20 am.



Officers

David Smithgall - Chair
Tom Hansen — Vice Chair
Mark Graver - Secretary

Joshua Simmons - Treasurer

Committees:

Administrative: David Beahm
Awards & Resolutions: David Smithgall
By-Laws: Bill Butler
Education: Mark Graver
Electrical: Ricky Davis
Energy Conservation: Ricky Davis
IBC (4 Work Groups):

General: Steven Marcus
Means of Egress: Tim Ferguson
Fire Safety: David Smithgall
Structural: Jason Yancey
IRC: Tom Hansen
Legislative: David Beahm
Membership: David Smithgall
Nominations: David Beahm

Plumbing & Mechanical:  Josh Simmons
Property Maintenance: Mary Tyler
Public Information: Mark Graver
Programs: David Smithgall
Existing Building Code Mark Graver

Permitting: Linda Johnson
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Region IV Report

VBCOA Board of Directors Meeting
March 9% and 10™, 2025

Roanoke, Virginia

Region IV is scheduled to meet on the third Thursday of every month in person at The Wood Grill in
Charlottesville, VA

There has been no meeting since the last Board of Directors meeting due to inclement weather.

Our next meeting is scheduled to be on March 20, 2025.
Regards,

Mackenzie Tate

Chair, Region IV
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Region VI Report:

Board of Directors Meeting — March 9t 2025

Region VI meets on the 3" Tuesday of every even month. Each meeting includes committee reports and
training.

Region VI has not met since our last board meeting, as our February 11" meeting was postponed due to
weather. We are looking to reschedule the meeting soon.

Region VI awarded two scholarships to the mid year conference in Roanoke that included covering their
registration and room for their stay.

Kemper Elder, Region Chair
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Region Report: Region VII
Board of Directors Meeting — March 9, 2025
Region VII meets on the third Wednesday of each month via MS Teams.
January 2025 — No meeting was held due to lack of region chair.

February 2025 — The March meeting was held via MS Teams on March February 26, 2025 with 9 members in
attendance. The group discussed the idea of having quarterly in person meetings/trainings. Adam Hill from Simpson

Strong-Tie did a short introduction and discussed a future in-person training in July. The meeting was adjourned at
10:46AM.

The next Region VII meeting will take place on March 19, 2025.

Quentin Mascari, CBO

Region VII Chair
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Awards and Resolutions Committee Report
Board of Director’s Meeting March 9th, 2025

February 22, 2025

For the year 2024, the A&R Committee has successfully completed the following actions
regarding listed scholarships and awards:

1) Solicited, reviewed and selected fifteen (15) recipients for the Emory R. Rogers’
Educational Scholarships to attend the 2024 VBCOA Mid-Year Conference
held March 24™h-25%, 2024, at the Hotel 24 South in Staunton, Virginia.

2) Solicited, reviewed and selected sixteen (16) recipients for the Emory R. Rogers’
Educational Scholarships to attend the 2024 VBCOA Annual Conference to be
held October 1-3, 2024, at the Hilton Virginia Beach Oceanfront.

3) Solicited, reviewed and selected six (6) recipients for the ICC Scholarship to
attend the 2024 International Code Council Annual Conference and Code
Hearings October 20-31, 2024, at the Long Beach Convention Center, California.

4) Solicited reviewed and presented the candidates to the BOD, for the Jack A.
Proctor Meritorious Service Awards. The awards were presented during the
VBCOA Annual Conference in Virginia Beach, VA on October 1-3, 2024.

For the year 2025, the A&R Committee has successfully completed the following actions
regarding listed scholarships and awards:

1) Solicited and selected 14 scholarships to attend the March 9" and 10" 2025 Mid-
Year VBCOA conference to be held in the Roanoke Hotel, Roanoke, Virginia.

Report respectfully submitted by:

Pat Hughes, Awards and Resolutions Committee Co-Chair
Richard Moore, Awards and Resolutions Committee Co-Chair
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Energy Committee Report from Meeting Held Virtually on 02/12/2025

No representatives attended meeting from Regions 1, 4, 7, or 8. A link to recorded video was provided
with Summaries also emailed to all Energy Reps, Regional Chairs and Board Members.

Below is the meeting summary

1.

Recap January meeting

Key takeaways from January Board Meeting in Charlottesville
a. Check to see if you're a State VBCOA member, with encouragement to join if not. Also try to
encourage others in your region to become State members
b. Reminder: VBCOA Mid-Year Conference in Roanoke — Mar. 9 and 10, and the Annual
Conference in Williamsburg: Sep. 7 thru 9
c. Support and listen to the VBCOA podcast — 2 new episodes planned each month

We reviewed the first written Code Change Proposal for skylight exception in data centers
a. Final Submitted Version submitted to DHCH Reps.

We Discussed “Code Modifications” to reduce Residential Insulation Values to 2024 IECC
requirements. This was a follow-up from last month’s discussion. Below are key takeaways:

a. Some municipalities accept, or have adopted a blanket code mod, to allow for R-49 in
Residential ceilings, in anticipation of the 2024 reduction from R-60 to R-49. Some
municipalities do not require a code mod at all for the reduced insulation to allow for
consistency in new homes, particularly sub-divisions that begin in the 2018 cycle, and will
likely carry over in the 2024 cycle.

b. It's assumed and understood, that the wall insulation values will remain R-15 for walls
| (D.A. Pierce), brought up the possibility of bringing forward other wall insulation options
that match the IECC for residential when the R-49 roof insulation was adopted

d. There was no clear group consensus on this subject, however, it was generally agreed that
we can consider creating state guidance to be distributed, clarifying that R-49 can be used
without additional requirements, for new homes built to the 2021 VRC.

e. |(D.A. Pierce), have begun drafting the document to be distributed statewide, clarifying
the acceptance of R-49 is okay without additional requirements. That draft is under
review, and hopefully can have input and sign-off from DHCD, to be released statewide.

f. A ResCheck help guide, based on the 2018 VRC (and used in Raonoke City) was shared and
discussed to assist builders with using a trade-off method for Residential Energy
Compliance.

i. Keytakeaways from the use of the Help Guide was it had to meet the minimum IRC
requirements to pass. It also has to show minimum 4 walls to verify it was done
correctly.

ii. It was encouraged to share this with each region as most of the information is still
relevant for the 2021 VRC with regards to Total Building Performance Path of
compliance.




YBCOA

VIRGINIA BUILDING & CODE OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION

5. A template Commercial Energy Compliance path verification form was introduced
a. The final version was shared with the follow-up summary
b. It was discussed to share this template with each individual region, and consider
coordinating with the Education rep in each region to teach others how to use if possible.

6. There was call for a Co-Chair
a. Someone has interest and this is now in the process of being made official

7. There were no new ideas or topics brought up during the “Open discussion” portion of the
meeting

8. Meeting was Summarize closed
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Board of Directors Meeting — March 9, 2025

Building Code Committee Report

The Building Code Committee has not met since the last board meeting but are planning to meet the
first week of March to discuss a request to join other proponents in submitting an ICC Group A public
comment to code change F172-24, which specifies when a sprinkler retrofit would be required in Ch. 11
of the IFC, Fire Protection for Post-Fire Repair or Reconstruction (removed by Virginia amendment).

The upcoming ICC Group B Committee Action Hearings #1 (CAH1) will be held in Orlando, FL on April 27-
May 6.

More details can be found here: https://www.iccsafe.org/products-and-services/i-codes/code-
development/current-code-development-cycle/

Respectfully submitted this day of February 25, 2025.

Dan Weilltam

Dan Willham
Building Code Committee Chair


https://www.iccsafe.org/products-and-services/i-codes/code-development/current-code-development-cycle/
https://www.iccsafe.org/products-and-services/i-codes/code-development/current-code-development-cycle/
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IRC Committee Report:

Board of Directors Meeting
March 9, 2025
Roanoke, Va.

The IRC committee has not met since our January 15, 2025, meeting.

Rick Adams and | are meeting on March 14 to download the 2027 IRC code change proposals from the
cdpaccess website and prepare for the March 19" IRC Committee meeting.

The IRC Committee next meeting will be tentatively March 19, 2025, where the 2027 IRC code change
proposals will be distributed among the teams. A discussion will be held among the teams reviewing the code
change proposals about developing positions as whether to support, oppose, or abstain from a code change
submitted.

The IRC Committee will meet again on April 11, 2025, where the teams will provide their results and discuss

any proposed code changes they feel strongly about so they can be highlighted for our VBCOA ICC Region VI
representative for the upcoming committee action hearings in April.

Goals:

Schedule code committee meetings in alignment with the code development cycle.
Recruit and mentor participants to the VBCOA IRC Committee.
Keep IRC committee information and events up to date on VBCOA website.

Prepare future IRC or VRC code change proposals.

Respectfully: Joe Ransone & Rick Adams

Committee Chair & Co-Chair
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VBCOA/VPMIA 2025 Session
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT as of 02-27-2025
(Pending governor’s actions)

Thru- HB 2783, HJ 507, HR 487, SB 1493, SJ 284, SR 210
The legislative committee met on January 21, 2025

HB 1658 Status- Tabled with letter to DHCD
SB 748 Status- Tabled

No Position-
Chief patron: SB-Favola, HB-Keys-Gamara

Board of Housing and Community Development; USBC; stakeholder group to evaluate temperature
regulation. Directs the Board of Housing and Community Development to convene a stakeholder
advisory group to evaluate changing the beginning dates of cooling and heating requirements in the
VMC back 15 days. The stakeholder group shall submit its findings and recommendations to the
Board and to the Chairmen of the House Committee on General Laws and the Senate Committee on
General Laws and Technology no later than November 1, 2025.

HB 1659 Status- Passed House and Senate
No Position-
Chief patron: Henson

Local Foundation and Soil Management Fund. Authorizes a locality by ordinance to create a local
Foundation and Soil Management Fund consisting of appropriated local moneys for the purpose of
granting funds to an owner of private property or a common interest community for foundation
management and soil settlement repairs and prevention on previously developed lands.

HB 1707 Status- Passed House and Senate
SB 1059 Status- Passed House and Senate

No Position- If it passes, it raises contract limits for contractor classes
Chief patron: HB- Bulova, SB-Hackworth

Virginia Contractor Transaction Recovery Fund; claim limits; license threshold amounts. Increases
from $20,000 to $30,000 per claim the individual limit of claims against the Virginia Contractor
Transaction Recovery Fund based upon an unpaid judgment arising out of the improper or dishonest
conduct of a licensed contractor in connection with a single transaction involving contracting and
increases from $40,000 to $100,000 during any biennium the aggregate claim limit against a single
licensed contractor. Also raises contract limits for contractor classes.

HB 1718 Status- Passed House and Senate


https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/HB1658
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/SB748
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/HB1659
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/HB1707
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/SB1059
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/HB1718
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No Position- Empowers the “locality” to take legal action against landlords.
Chief patron: Price

Virginia Residential Landlord and Tenant Act; enforcement by localities. Provides that if a condition
exists in a rental dwelling unit that constitutes a material noncompliance by the landlord with the
rental agreement or with any provision of law that, if not promptly corrected, constitutes a fire hazard
or serious threat to the life, health, or safety of tenants or occupants of the premises, a locality may
institute an action for injunction and damages to enforce the landlord's duty to maintain the rental
dwelling unit in a fit and habitable condition, provided that (i) the property where the violation
occurred is within the jurisdictional boundaries of the locality and (ii) the locality has notified the
landlord who owns the property, either directly or through the managing agent, of the nature of the
violation and the landlord has failed to remedy the violation to the satisfaction of the locality within a
reasonable time after receiving such notice.

HB 1826 Status- Incorporated into HB2745
HB 2745 Status- Failed to report

No Position-
Chief patron: Simonds (HB1826), O’Quinn (HB2745)

(HB1826), Vacant building registration; civil penalty. Increases from $100 to $500 the maximum
annual registration fee a locality may charge the owners of certain vacant buildings to defray the cost
of processing such registration. The civil penalty for failure to register such vacant building is
increased from $200 to $750, and the maximum civil penalty for failure to register in certain
conservation and rehabilitation districts or in other areas designated as blighted is increased from
$400 to $1,000.

(HB2745), Sale of certain vacant and blighted or derelict property. Allows a locality where certain
vacant and blighted or derelict property is located to petition the circuit court to appoint a special
commissioner to execute the necessary deed or deeds to convey the real estate, in lieu of a sale at
public auction, to the locality, to the locality's land bank entity, or to an existing nonprofit entity
designated by the locality to carry out the functions of a land bank.

HB 1832 Status- Incorporated into HB 2533
HB 2533 Status- Passed House and Senate
SB 932 Status- Left in House Rules

No Position- References compliance with the USBC and payment of building permit fees.
Chief patron: HB1832- Simonds, HB2533- Sewell, SB- Salim

Zoning; development and use of accessory dwelling units. Requires a locality to include in its zoning
ordinances for single-family residential zoning districts accessory dwelling units, or ADUs, as defined
in the bill, as a permitted accessory use. The bill requires a person to seek a permit for an ADU from
the locality, requires the locality to issue such permit if the person meets certain requirements
enumerated in the bill, and restricts the fee for such permit to $500 or less. The bill prohibits the
locality from requiring (i) dedicated parking for the ADU except in densely developed neighborhoods;
(ii) setbacks for the ADU greater than that of the primary dwelling; and (iii) consanguinity or affinity
between the occupants of the ADU and the primary dwelling. The bill has a delayed effective date of
July 1, 2026.


https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/HB1826
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/HB2745
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/HB1832
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/HB2533
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/SB932
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HB 1935 Status- Passed House and Senate
SB 777 Status- Passed House and Senate

No Position- Sets up a task force for low-income energy efficiency.
Chief patron: HB- Bolling, SB-Locke

Department of Housing and Community Development; Low-Income Energy Efficiency and
Weatherization Task Force established; report. Directs the Department of Housing and Community
Development to establish, in consultation with the Department of Energy, the Department of Social
Services, the State Corporation Commission, and the Clean Energy Advisory Board, a Low-Income
Energy Efficiency and Weatherization Task Force to evaluate ways to coordinate government and
utility services and resources to more effectively deliver energy efficient housing, weatherization
resources, and energy efficiency upgrades for low-income individuals and households in the
Commonwealth residing in small and large multifamily buildings, single-family dwellings, and
manufactured homes.

HB 2067 Status- Tabled

No Position- Originally, we had concerns with lines 157-159 possibly legislating the code by
affecting permissible fireworks in VCC Table 307.1(1). After further review and consultation
with DHCD staff we determined the lines do not change the code with respect to how Table
307.1(1) is applied.

Chief patron: Garrett

Statewide Fire Prevention Code; State Fire Marshal; consumer fireworks; penalties. Authorizes the
use of consumer fireworks in the Commonwealth and distinguishes by definition consumer fireworks
from display fireworks and permissible fireworks. The bill provides that the storage and
transportation of consumer fireworks are to be considered the same hazard class as the storage and
transportation of 1.4G explosives under the Statewide Fire Prevention Code (SFPC) and Uniform
Statewide Building Code. The bill requires any locality authorizing the sale of consumer fireworks to
require annual permits for any business offering consumer fireworks for retail sale and provides that
the State Fire Marshal or other issuing authority may charge a fee for the retail sale of fireworks on a
permanent basis or on a temporary basis in localities that do not employ a local fire marshal.

HB 2128 Status- Passed House and Senate

Support-

Chief patron: Walker

Derelict buildings; civil penalties. Expands the authority of localities to impose civil penalties not

exceeding $500 per month on the owners of certain derelict buildings to include non-residential
property. Current law limits such civil penalties to residential property.

HB 2154 Status- Passed House and Senate
SB 1310 Status- Passed House and Senate


https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/HB1935
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/SB777
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/HB2067
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/HB2128
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/HB2154
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/SB1310
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No Position-
Chief patron: HB-Carr, SB-McPike

Professions and occupations; alternative to education requirement for licensure of

architects. Requires the Board for Architects, Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, Certified
Interior Designers and Landscape Architects to adopt regulations establishing work and education
experience equivalencies that shall provide an alternative to the requirement of a professional degree
in architecture from a program accredited by the National Architectural Accrediting Board.

HB 2195 Status- Passed House and Senate
No Position- This is a follow-up to HB1270 from 2024
Chief patron: McQuinn

Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation; licensure of mold inspectors and mold
remediators; emergency. Renames the Virginia Board for Asbestos, Lead, and Home Inspectors as the
Virginia Board for Asbestos, Lead, Mold, and Home Inspectors (the Board) and directs the Board to
establish licensing requirements for the practice in the Commonwealth of mold inspection and mold
remediation, as those terms are defined in the bill.

HB 2289 Status- Stricken
No Position- May be worth looking at addressing in USBC next cycle.
Chief patron: Coyner

Zoning; recovery residences. Provides that zoning ordinances for all purposes shall consider a
certified recovery residence in which no more than eight individuals with substance use disorder
reside, either with or without one or more resident or nonresident staff persons, as residential
occupancy by a single family and that no conditions more restrictive than those imposed on
residences occupied by persons related by blood, marriage, or adoption shall be imposed on such
certified recovery residence.

HB 2355 Status- Incorporated into HB2195
No Position-
Chief patron: Wilt

Virginia Consumer Protection Act; professional mold remediators; study and report; emergency.

The bill directs the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation to study the current
state of the mold inspection and mold remediation workforce in the Commonwealth to determine
whether there is sufficient proof that justifies the licensure or certification of mold inspectors and
mold remediators and, if so, recommend educational, experiential, or examination requirements for
such licensure or certification.

HB 2438 Status- Defeated in the Senate
SB 1114 Status- Incorporated into SB1190
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SB 1190 Status- Defeated in the Senate

No position- We got lines 100-101 revised to clarify reference to the National Electrical Safety
code is for security and the USBC for building/electrical code.

Chief patron: HB-King, SB1114-VanValkenburg, SB1190- Deeds

Local regulation of solar facilities; special exceptions. Provides that a ground-mounted solar energy
generation facility to be located on property zoned agricultural, commercial, industrial, or institutional
shall be permitted pursuant to various criteria to be included in a local ordinance, such as
specifications for setbacks, fencing, solar panel height, visual impacts, and grading, and a
decommissioning plan for solar energy equipment and facilities.

HB 2526 Status- Stricken
Support- Adds another VBCOA member to the Board of Housing.
Chief patron: McClure

Board of Housing and Community Development; members. Expands from 14 to 15 the number of
members serving on the Board of Housing and Community Development by adding another Director
of Regulatory Compliance of the Virginia Building and Code Officials Association. The two Directors
of Regulatory Compliance of the Association shall serve as ex officio voting members and shall be
members of the Board's Codes and Standards Committee. The bill also removes the prohibition on
such Directors from serving as either the chairman of such committee or of the Board.

HB 2570 Status- Stricken

No position- Bill was not intended for the USBC, something got lost in translation with
Legislative services, so it is going to be stricken.

Chief patron: Leftwich

Uniform Statewide Building Code; amendments; natural gas leak detectors. Directs the Board of
Housing and Community Development to consider adopting amendments to the Uniform Statewide
Building Code to require the installation of natural gas leak detectors in residential buildings with
natural gas piping installed.
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HB 2577 Status- Tabled with letter

No Position- We opposed the original version as it was legislating the building code. We are
working with Leftwich on a substitute.

Chief patron: Leftwich

Uniform Statewide Building Code; unsafe structures. Provides that for any structure deemed unsafe
under the Uniform Statewide Building Code, and therefore eligible for demolition upon the unsafe
notice process being completed, the owner or his agent may temporarily overcome the unsafe
structure designation by vacating and securing the structure by board up of all access points. The bill
further provides that after six months have elapsed from the time the board up was first learned of
and internally recorded by the locality, if the structure would still otherwise be considered an unsafe
structure, the locality may issue and send a written notice to the owner that if the other conditions
specified in the notice are not adequately improved, or an appeal not received, within two months,
the unsafe designation will once again come into effect.

HB 2642 Status- Passed House and Senate

Oppose- Legislating the code.

Chief patron: Austin

Statewide Fire Prevention Code Act; counterfeit and unsafe lighters prohibited. Prohibits the

offering or sale to the public of unsafe lighters or counterfeit lighters, defined in the bill, regardless of
whether such offering or sale is conducted on a retail basis or wholesale basis.

HB 2682 Status- Tabled
No Position-
Chief patron: Milde

Board of Housing and Community Development; work group to identify certain changes related to
the building permit and certificate of occupancy processes. Requires the Board of Housing and
Community Development to establish a work group to identify changes to the Uniform Statewide
Building Code to streamline the processes for reviewing and issuing building permits and certificates
of occupancy and to develop recommendations for maximum timelines for review of applications and
revised applications. Maybe include BRIC grant idea.

SB 838 Status- Passed House and Senate
No Position- Mentions building and fire inspections.
Chief patron: VanValkenburg

Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services; recovery residences; certification
required; penalty; work group. Changes the existing civil penalty for a violation of law related to the
operation of recovery residences to a Class 1 misdemeanor. The bill also directs the Secretary of
Health and Human Resources to convene a work group to (i) make recommendations related to
oversight and transparency for recovery residences and (ii) develop credentialing guidelines for
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recovery residences. The bill directs the work group to report its findings and recommendations to
the General Assembly by October 1, 2025.

SB 851 Status- Passed House and Senate
No Position-
Chief patron: Diggs

Local ordinances for the use of certain rainwater harvesting systems. Provides that existing local
ordinances adopted prior to July 1, 2025, governing rainwater harvesting systems, shall continue in
force; however, in the event of a conflict between a Board of Health regulation and a local ordinance
adopted prior to July 1, 2025, the Board regulation shall govern, except when the conflicting local
ordinance is more stringent. The bill prohibits a locality from adopting any local ordinance requiring
owners of Tier 4 rainwater harvesting systems to connect to any municipal water supply or impose
any penalty, including condemnation proceedings, on such owner for failing to connect to a municipal
water supply.

SB 1248 Status- Passed House and Senate
No Position-
Chief patron: Hackworth

Fire Prevention Code; prohibition on permit fees for certain localities. Prohibits the State Fire
Marshal from charging a fee for the approval and administration of a permit issued to the governing
body of a locality with a total population of less than 10,000.

SB 1476 Status- Passed House and Senate
No Position-
Chief patron: Pillion

Sale of certain vacant and blighted or derelict property. Allows a locality where certain vacant and
blighted or derelict property is located to petition the circuit court to appoint a special commissioner
to execute the necessary deed or deeds to convey the real estate, in lieu of a sale at public auction, to
the locality, to the locality's land bank entity, or to an existing nonprofit entity designated by the
locality to carry out the functions of a land bank. The bill provides that the locality shall require any
purchaser by covenants in the deed or other security instrument to (i) begin repair or renovation of
the property within six months of purchase and (ii) complete all repairs or renovations necessary to
bring the property into compliance with the local building code within a period not to exceed two
years of the purchase. The provisions of the bill apply only to property that is owned by a person that
is not a United States citizen or United States entity or an entity that is owned or controlled by a
person who is not a United States citizen.
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VBCOA

VIRGINIA BUILDING & CODE OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION

Membership Report
Board of Directors Meeting
February 27, 2025

As of February 27, 2025, we have 917 members.

Current Region Memberships (As of February 27, 2025)

> Region 1 38
» Region 2 90
» Region 3 33
» Region 4 73
» Region 5 314
» Region 6 201
» Region 7 43
> Region 8 125

Any payments made after February 27, 2025, are not reflected in this report.

Name: Carolyn Chavis
Membership Chair



Date:

2128125

Good Morning,

No new information to discuss.

Respectfully,

Earl Weaver
Property Maintenance Committee

Property
Maintenance
Committee



VBCOA

VIRGINIA BUILDING & CODE OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION
TO: VBCOA President Michelle Coward February 21, 2025
FROM: Dennis Hart, PMG Code Committee Chair

SUBJECT: PMG Code Committee Report

Dear Madam President,
The following is my report for the Plumbing, Mechanical, and Gas (PMG) Code Committee.

The 2024-2026 ICC Code Development Cycle for changes to the 2027 I-Codes is ongoing. Committee Action
Hearing #2 (CAH #2) for Group A was held in Long Beach, California, from October 21 to October 30, 2024.
Group A includes most plumbing, mechanical, and fuel gas proposals. The Group A CAH #2 Report is now
available on CDPAccess. ICC is accepting Public Comments for Group A on January 20, 2025, with the
submission window closing on March 14, 2025.

During this cycle, five proposals were submitted on behalf of the PMG Code Committee, addressing topics of
plumbing, mechanical, and fuel gas. The committee has also convened virtually to discuss and develop
positions on all PMG-related proposals. Multiple members actively participated in the hearings and testified to
support these positions.

The window to submit proposals for Group B are closed. Group B CAH #1 will take place in Orlando, Florida,
from April 26 to May 6, 2025. After the Group B hearings, a joint Public Comment Hearing, covering both
Group A and Group B proposals, will be held in Spring 2026.

The Virginia code development process is slated to begin sometime this spring. The PMG Committee will
reconvene as the code development process for the 2024 Virginia Codes approaches. All members are
encouraged to engage in the code development process. If you are interested in becoming more involved or
have ideas or feedback, please feel free to reach out to me directly at dennis.hart@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Dennis Hart
VBCOA PMG Code Committee Chair
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YBCOA

VIRGINIA BUILDING & CODE OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION

ADTAC Committee Report:
VBCOA Board of Directors Meeting
March 9, 2025

Roanoke, Virginia

Members of the Board:

There has been no communication or meeting of the ADTAC committee since the last Board of Directors
report in January of 2025.

Respectfully submitted,
Michael Dellinger
Michael Dellinger

ADTEC representative



DHCD Report — Updated 2/28/2025

NEW DEPUTY DIRECTOR (New 2/24/25)

DHCD is pleased to announce Jeff Brown as the new Deputy Director of Building and
Fire Regulation (BFR), effective February 10™. Jeff has more than 20 years of
experience as a building safety professional, starting his career with Prince George
County as an inspector and plan reviewer, eventually serving as their building,
maintenance, and fire official. Jeff came to DHCD in 2017 and most recently served as
the State Building Codes Office Director where he and his team led Virginia’s 2018 and
2021 code development processes. Jeff brings immense knowledge and experience in
code development, administration, and enforcement, that will serve him well in leading
the BFR team in his new role as Deputy Director.

Jeff can be reached at jeff.brown@dhcd.virginia.gov or (804) 371-7150.

CODE DEVELOPMENT - 2021 CODE CYCLE (Updated 2/28/25)

e The effective date of the 2021 edition of the Uniform Statewide Building Code,
Statewide Fire Prevention Code, Industrialized Building Safety Regulations, and
Amusement Device Regulations was January 18, 2024.

e The custom versions of the 2021 I-Codes that incorporate the Virginia
amendments (the Virginia Code Books) have been published by the International
Code Council (ICC) and are available for purchasing through ICC’s website.
Digital versions of the Virginia code books can also be viewed free on ICC’s
website.

e The 2021 state regulation pamphlets (USBC Part I, USBC Part Il, USBC Part lll,
SFPC, IBSR, VADR, Related laws, VCS, MHSR, and MHLTRF) are also
available on DHCD’s Virginia Building and Fire Regulations page.

e Aninformational document, prepared by the State Building Codes Office
(SBCO), to provide clarification and answers to questions we have frequently
received related to changes in the 2021 Virginia Residential Code (VRC) is
available on our website here.

CODE DEVELOPMENT - 2024 CODE CYCLE (Updated 2/28/25)

DHCD Code Development staff have begun internal preparations for the 2024 Code
Development Cycle, and the Board of Housing and Community Development (BHCD) is
expected to consider publishing of NOIRAs (Notice of Intended Regulatory Action) to
start the 2024 cycle at their March 10" meeting.

We anticipate opening cdpVA for submission of code change proposals in the Spring
and starting workgroup meetings to discuss proposals this summer. DHCD has also
been asked to convene a couple of study groups this cycle to discuss Single Exit Stair
Buildings and Expediting CO & Permit Issuance, and we anticipate receiving requests
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for a couple of additional study groups soon. These study groups will likely be formed
and begin meeting this Spring, ahead of the General Stakeholder Workgroups.
Additional information will be provided as it is available.

You can sign up in Town Hall to receive emails when regulatory actions or meetings are
posted for the Board of Housing and Community Development.

NEW VDH RAINWATER HARVESTING REGULATIONS (Updated 1/15/24)

VDH has promulgated new Rainwater Harvesting System Regulations effective as of
September 20, 2024. One key requirement is that all rainwater harvesting systems
installed on or after September 20, 2024, for non-potable use must be registered with
VDH within 30 days of installation. Systems installed prior to this date are exempt but
can be voluntarily registered. Registration is an online process available at VDH
Reqistration Link.

VDH has requested assistance in disseminating this information to contractors,
engineers, and other stakeholders. Please share these updates and the registration link
through your available communication channels to ensure awareness.

VDH Rainwater Harvesting Regulations: 12VAC5-635
VDH Information Page: Rainwater Harvesting Information

Note: The new regulations address system design standards, post-treatment water
guality, and operation and maintenance of rainwater harvesting systems. While the new
regulations do include some plumbing and electrical related requirements, if any
requirement in the new regulation conflicts with the Uniform Statewide Building Code
(USBC), the USBC takes precedence.

If you have any questions regarding this new regulation, please contact VDH Office of
Environmental Health Services - onsite @vdh.virginia.gov or (804) 864-7454

SPANISH VERSIONS OF USBC/SFPC (Updated 2/24/25)

e The Spanish versions of the 2021 Virginia codes are available on the ICC store
and in your DPC subscriptions.

e The Spanish version of the 2018 and 2021 USBC and SFPC regulations
(pamphlet style) are available on the DHCD website here:
https://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/building-and-fire-requlations-archives

e Note: DPOR has also made their contractor's license exams available in
Spanish.

ICC DIGITAL CODES PREMIUM COMPLETE SUBSCRIPTIONS

e IMPORTANT: DHCD is redistributing the unredeemed coupon codes to
jurisdictions seeking additional subscriptions.

e For non-levy contributing entities (such as universities, airport authorities, etc)
DHCD is able to provide the 6-year subscription(s) at DHCD’s discounted cost of
$1042. Interested entities should contact Sandi Morris directly.

e The DHCD webpage dhcd.virginia.gov/icc-digital-codes-premium provides links
to:

o ICC/DHCD Webinar providing a detailed walkthrough of features.
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o Instructions on redeeming your coupon code and adding the subscription
to your ICC account.
Contact Sandi Morris with any questions at sandi.morris@dhcd.virginia.gov .

VIRGINIA RESIDENTIAL ENERGY CODE RESOURCES (Updated 9/16/24)

DHCD collaborated with Viridiant and the Southeast Energy Efficiency Alliance (SEEA)
to develop several resources to aid in implementation of 2018 energy provisions for
residential structures. These resources are intended to assist plan reviewers and
inspectors in reviewing plans and inspecting buildings for compliance with the 2018
Virginia Residential Code’s energy conservation provisions. These very helpful Virginia
Energy Code Resources are now available at:https://www.viridiant.org/2018-virginia-
residential-energy-code-resources/. Note: Updated (2021) versions of the resources are
currently being developed by Viridiant and will be published as soon as they are
available.

AMUSEMENT DEVICE INSPECTION STICKERS (Updated 1/9/25)

2025 Amusement Device Certificates of Inspection (stickers) are available for
distribution. You may order your 2025 stickers by contacting Khushnood Nabizada

at Khushnood.nabizada@dhcd.virginia.gov. Order early and order the quantity you
anticipate needing through 2025 to ensure you have an adequate supply when needed.
Please note that inspection stickers will only be provided to the building official of the
jurisdiction, as they are responsible for them.

DHCD LEVY AND PERMIT REPORTING PORTAL (Updated 2/24/25)
Payment notices for FY25 Q3 went out April 1 with payment due no later than May 1.
Payment notices will go out on the following schedule:

e 1st (or next business day) of the next month - payment due notice

e payment due within 30 days

e 20th - reminder notice

e 5 days after due date - late notice
The portal accepts ACH and credit card payments. Note that there are no credit card or
ACH fees to the jurisdictions. The system streamlines the permit activity reporting
process as well to provide consistent data reporting from all localities. Contact Sandi
Morris sandi.morris@dhcd.virginia.gov with questions.

VBCA 2025 SCHEDULE (updated 2/28/25)

e The VBCA 2025 schedule is open for registration. Refer to the course
description for information specific to each class, and the Certification
Requirements for Code Officials for additional information on the certification
requirements.

e All certification classes are held in-person and run between 16-24 hours, starting
at 8:00am and ending at 5:00pm.

e Law and Order: A mock trial class has three offerings in 2025

e For more information or for course registration please visit the VBCA Online
Reaqistration System.

e NEW LOCATION AREA: The July 8-10" Core class will be held in the
Charlottesville area. Exact location will be announced closer to the class dates.
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e NEW ADI DATES: The 2025 ADI class is scheduled for April 1-4 and will be held
in Christiansburg.

VBCA COURSES (Updated 12/4/24)

e Reminder: Priority registration for the required certification classes goes to the
registrants who are appointed officials or technical assistants (per the USBC or
SFPC) and are employed by the locality to enforce the USBC or SFPC who must
obtain certification in the 12- or 18-month period. This is particularly important with
the Core class. In addition, based on registration numbers, localities may be limited
to five staff per class.

e VBCA Schedule - Visit the Online Registration System for schedule information
and registration with no login required. To access - click “VBCA Training Calendar”
from our online registration system homepage or use one of the links on our VBCA
webpages.

e Reminder: Proper attire when attending a VBCA class is business casual. Clothing
such as (but not limited to) tee shirts, hoodies, sweatpants, hats are not considered
business casual.

e Please check the message board on the homepage of the Code Academy's_Online
Reqistration System regularly for updates and announcements.

VBCA Instructor Recruitment (New 2/25/25)

Instructing for the Jack A. Proctor Virginia Building Code Academy is a great way to
give back to the code community, network with professionals across Virginia, and
deepen your knowledge of code application. If you are interested in becoming a VBCA
instructor or know someone who is and would like to be considered for an upcoming
train-the-trainer program, please contact Rajan Engh at rajan.engh@dhcd.virginia.gov if
you would like further information or to express interest.

Interested professionals will be asked to complete a brief application which includes
supervisor or code official approval to attend the Train the Trainer program and classes
during apprenticeship, along with a supervisor written statement of support. Please
contact Rajan Engh if you have any questions.

CODE CHANGE TRAINING - 2021 Code Cycle (updated 2/24/25)
e Completion of the 2021 CCT was due no later than January 18, 2025.
e VBCA office will be sending out individual locality staff training reports for the
purpose of localities determining staff CCT compliance.

ONLINE REGISTRATION SYSTEM (ORS) (updated 2/24/25)
e No new updates at this time

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA LEARNING CENTER (COVLC)
e New Users (including new Core students) Students

o Email us at vbca@dhcd.virginia.gov to request a new Learning Center
account, and we typically process these in 1-2 working days.

o The user will get an email with their Learning Center login ID and
temporary password.

o If an existing account is located, we will add DHCD domain access to the
existing account wherever possible to avoid duplicate accounts.
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e If you have — or think you might have - an EXISTING Learning Center
account (VDFP, DEQ, VDFM, other state agencies), email us at
vbca@dhcd.virginia.gov, and provide as much information on the existing
account as possible (such as Login ID, full name, and the email associated with
the account if different). Note that we may also be able to locate your account by
name without these details.

OTHER CONTINUING EDUCATION (CE) DETAILS AND REMINDERS (11/13/24)

e Certificate holders whose last names begin with N-Z are due to submit 16 hours
of continuing education May 1, 2025.

e For help with Continuing Education questions, instructions, and forms, refer to
the Resources section of the DHCD Continuing Education webpage at
dhcd.virginia.gov > codes > Earn, Maintain, or Verify a Certification > Continuing
Education or_https://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/continuing-education

CODE OFFICIALS AND TECHNICAL ASSSITANTS — DHCD NOTIFICATION
Reminder that the USBC and SFPC require localities to notify DHCD when code
officials are appointed or released and when technical assistants are employed or
separated from employment. Notification is required:
e By the appointing authority within 30 days of the appointment or release of a
permanent or acting:
o Building Code Official
o Maintenance Official
o Fire Code Official
e By the code official within 60 days of the employment of, contracting with or
termination of all:
o Building Code Technical Assistants
o Maintenance Code Technical Assistants
o Fire Code Technical Assistants

As always, do not hesitate to contact our office with any questions or concerns:

State Building Codes Office: sbco@dhcd.virginia.gov or (804) 371-7150

SBCO Offsite Construction: osc@dhcd.virginia.gov or (804) 371-7150

Virginia Building Code Academy: vbca@dhcd.virginia.gov or (804) 371-7180
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BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS REPORT: VBCOA/VPMIA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

VBCOA/VPMIA Board of Directors: JANUARY 2025

The Board for Contractors meeting was held December 10,2024. Please let me know if | can provide any further
information or answer any questions.

e Education Provider Applications: The Board approved nine (9) applications for educational providers.

e Regulatory Fee Amendment: At the October 22" meeting, a fee increase was proposed. DPOR is funded
through licensing fees. The Code of Virginia requires DPOR Boards to establish fees that are sufficient to cover
their operating expenses. During the 2010's, the Board for Contractors, along with several other DPOR boards,
brought in more revenue than was necessary and ended up with several million dollars surplus. The 2019
General Assembly directed DPOR to spend down its surplus cash reserve through filling vacancies and upgrading
its antiquated licensing and enforcement systems. Over the past few years, DPOR has tilled vacancies and
started development of a new licensing system, which has spent down that cash reserve.

e Currently, the Board is operating at a loss of about SI million annually and is expected to exhaust its cash
reserve in the next fiscal year. To ensure DPOR and the Board have sufficient funds to continue operating, a fee
increase is necessary. The Board's last fee increase was in April of 2010. There has been 44% inflation since April
of 2010 and Board costs have increased during that time as well. Staff are recommending a fee increase of
approximately 33%. Staff believes this will ensure adequate, but not excessive, revenue for the next decade.

e The Board voted unanimously to adopt the proposed fee increases.

e Examination Reciprocity: Board staff has been collaborating with the North Carolina Licensing Board for
General Contractors to establish a reciprocal agreement for various examinations. Staff determined that there
is equivalency between the referenced examinations. Establishing an examination reciprocity agreement
between North Carolina and Virginia will ease licensure portability between the two states. Should the Board
also find equivalency between the examinations, staff recommends establishing an exam reciprocity agreement
with North Carolina.

e The Board authorized staff to draft a reciprocity agreement establishing waiver of the requirement that an
applicant pass the Virginia Commercial Building examination when the applicant has passed the North Carolina

Building Contractor examination and waiver of the requirement that an applicant pass the Virginia Residential
Building examination when the applicant has passed the North Carolina Residential Contractor examination.

The next meeting of the Board for Contractors will be March 11, 2025, @ 10:00 AM. The Board
committee will meet at 8:00 am.

Respectfully Submitted, January 8, 2025

P =

Jerry Heinline



ﬁ Outlook

RE: Reminder VBCOA Board of Directors Meeting March 9 2025 please submit reports for the Board
packet no later than FRIDAY Feb 28

From Goodman, Jenna <JGoodman2@pwcgov.org>

Date Thu 2/27/2025 9:32 AM

To Sandy Harrington <sharrington@vml.org>

Cc  Allison Cook <acook1@arlingtonva.us>; adamsRi@chesterfield.gov <AdamsRi@chesterfield.gov>; Spittle,
Amanda <ASpittle@pwcgov.org>; Avi Smith-Rose <asrose@iccsafe.org>; Mascari, Quentin (KQCO)
<buildingofficial@kingandqueenco.net>; Chavis, Carolyn D. - PDR <Carolyn.Chavis@rva.gov>; Clements, Ron
<ClementsRo@chesterfield.gov>; Willham, Dan <Daniel. Willham@fairfaxcounty.gov>; DeAnthony Pierce
<deanthony.pierce@roanokeva.gov>; dennis.hart@fairfaxcounty.gov <dennis.hart@fairfaxcounty.gov>;
Weaver, Earl R. - PDR <earl.weaver@richmondgov.com>; Elder, Kemper <ElderK@chesterfield.gov>; Mays, Eric
M. <emays@pwcgov.org>; fcrowell@arlingtonva.us (fcrowell@arlingtonva.us) <Fcrowell@arlingtonva.us>;
Mike Armstrong <gooberhound@gmail.com>; hackworthgk@nnva.gov <hackworthgk@nnva.gov>;
jacksoncd@nnva.gov <jacksoncd@nnva.gov>; Ransone, Joseph C. <JCRansone@hanovercounty.gov>; Jeff
Brown <jeff.orown@dhcd.virginia.gov>; jheinline@christiansburg.org <jheinline@christiansburg.org>

U 1 attachment (139 KB)
March 2025 BOD report - DRC.pdf;

Good morning,
Attached is the DRC report.

Please note, | am requesting feedback from the board at our meeting regarding NFPA13R sprinkler
systems. The Board of Housing and Community Development is scheduled to meet on March 10 and will
likely be discussing this topic. | would like to go into it knowing where VBCOA stands. Within my report |
have included some background information. If you have any clarifying questions ahead of our March oth
meeting or would like to add any information about the changes, please feel free to reach out.

Jenna Gooduwman

Architectural and Residential Plans Review Supervisor
Development Services

Prince William County

5 County Complex Court Suite 120

Prince William, VA 22192

Phone 703.792.5831

Find Important Development Services COVID-19 Update Information Online at:
Development Services — COVID-19 UPDATE Operational Guidance

From: Sandy Harrington <sharrington@vml.org>

Sent: Friday, February 21, 2025 1:13 PM

To: Sandy Harrington <sharrington@vml.org>

Cc: Allison Cook <acookl@arlingtonva.us>; adamsRi@chesterfield.gov; Spittle, Amanda <ASpittle@pwcgov.org>;



Avi Smith-Rose <asrose@iccsafe.org>; Mascari, Quentin (KQCO) <buildingofficial@kingandqueenco.net>; Chavis,
Carolyn D. - PDR <Carolyn.Chavis@rva.gov>; Clements, Ron <ClementsRo@chesterfield.gov>; Willham, Dan
<Daniel.Willham@fairfaxcounty.gov>; DeAnthony Pierce <deanthony.pierce@roanokeva.gov>;
dennis.hart@fairfaxcounty.gov; Weaver, Earl R. - PDR <earl.weaver@richmondgov.com>; Elder, Kemper
<ElderK@chesterfield.gov>; Mays, Eric M. <emays@ pwcgov.org>; fcrowell@arlingtonva.us
(fcrowell@arlingtonva.us) <Fcrowell@arlingtonva.us>; Mike Armstrong <gooberhound@gmail.com>;
hackworthgk@nnva.gov; jacksoncd@nnva.gov; Ransone, Joseph C. <JCRansone@hanovercounty.gov>; Jeff Brown
<jeff.orown@dhcd.virginia.gov>; Goodman, Jenna <JGoodman2@ pwcgov.org>; jheinline@christiansburg.org;
'imoss@mrpdc.org' <jmoss@mrpdc.org>; John Broughton <john.broughton@franklincountyva.gov>; Jamie Wilks
<jwilks@madisonco.virginia.gov>; Kris Bridges <KBRIDGES@martinsvilleva.gov>; Kenneth Pennington
<kpennington@smythcounty.org>; Kratzer, Kyle <kyle.kratzer@fairfaxcounty.gov>; Laws, Jason
<Laws)J@chesterfield.gov>; Lisa Berger <lberger@iccsafe.org>; Lee E. Ostheller
<lostheller@cityofchesapeake.net>; Hawkes, Matthew <Matthew.Hawkes@fairfaxcounty.gov>; Bowles, Mark
<MBowles@BOTETOURTVA.GOV>; mdellinger@albemarle.org; Coward, Michelle Y. - PDR
<Michelle.Coward@richmondgov.com>; Eutsey, Michael J. <MJEutsey@hanovercounty.gov>; Richard Moore
<moo2l@henrico.gov>; mtate@co.prince-edward.va.us; nmyoung@ CountyOfAmherst.com; Patrick Hughes
<pmhva@cox.net>; rick.paul@rva.gov; sandi.morris@dhcd.vrginia.gov; smithgalldk@ci.staunton.va.us;
Tom.coghill@jamescitycountyva.gov; Henderson, Farrah J. - PDR <Farrah.Henderson@rva.gov>

Subject: Reminder VBCOA Board of Directors Meeting March 9 2025 please submit reports for the Board packet
no later than FRIDAY Feb 28

Importance: High

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Use caution when replying or clicking embedded links.

This is a s reminder to please submit your committee reports for the VBCOA board packet, due to the holiday
and weather closings, the deadline has been extended to Friday Feb 28 to submit your Committee report for
the Board packet

Subject: Reminder VBCOA Board of Directors Meeting March 9 2025

Region Chairs will meet at 10 a.m. - Shenandoah Room
Board of Director Lunch (Board members only) noon - Appalachian
Board of Directors Meeting 1:00 p.m.- Shenandoah Room

Hotel Roanoke and Conference Center
110 Shenandoah Avenue, Roanoke, VA 24016

Attached please find:

Draft agenda for the March 9, 2025 Board of Directors meeting
Proposed by law change
Draft Minutes from the January 24, 2025 Board meeting

| have a few sleeping rooms that were turned in, if anyone needs a sleeping room at the group
rate, please let me know as soon as possible, | will release any rooms Friday 28, 2025 in the
morning.

Thank you
Sandy Harrington
sharrington@yvml.org




President: Officers:

Michelle Coward Jason Laws

Kyle Kratzner
Executive Director: Dennis Hart
VML - Sandy Harrinton

VBCOA Director of Regulatory Compliance: Jenna Goodman
Report of the Board of Housing and Community Development

The Board of Housing and Community Development has not met since the last DRC
report to VBCOA Board of Directors on January 25, 2025. The board is scheduled to
meet next on March 10, 2025.
Board Discussions:
e NFPA13R Systems
o Itis projected that the board will be discussing the issues discovered
within the 2021 VCC/ICC regarding the application of a NFPA13R
system. The concern was brought in front of the TRB who asked for
the board to evaluate the section and take corrective action to clarify
the requirements for R-2 and R-3 buildings.
» See attached for layout of changes to the code section.
Feedback from the board is requested for the BHCD meeting on
March 10.
e 2024 Code Cyle Update:
o Board will look to approve NOIRA in March 2025 to start the 2024 code
development process. The Board’s goal is to complete the process by
late 2026.
Board schedule:
e Tentative schedule of remaining 2025 meetings:
o March 10
o May 12
o July 14
September 8
October 20
December 8

(@)

©)

©)



2021 VCC - Residential Use Maximum Height & Fire Suppression

During the January 2025 Virginia Technical Review Board (TRB) Meeting, the TRB conducted
a preliminary hearing for the denial of a Code Modification
[https://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/sites/default/files/DocX/sbctrb/agendas/agendas-trb-
agenda-01-17-2025.pdf Page 199]. The Code Modification Request was to apply the 2024
IBC Exception for R-2 Uses to 2021 VCC R-3 Buildings (see below). The TRB determined that
their March meeting would consider the full appeal. Additionally, the TRB requested that

the Board of Housing and Community Development consider emergency regulations to
address the issue.

The highlights are that the 2021 VCC, Section 903.3.1.2, reduced the maximum height from
60’ to 30" for residential uses without NFPA 13 fire suppression. The 2024 IBC introduced an
exception that explicitly provides for R-2 Uses for a maximum height of 45" with NFPA 13R
fire suppression.

DHCD staff previously recommended that Building Officials approve Code Modifications to
use the 2024 IBC Exception for R-2 and R-3 buildings because of the ICC oversight during
the Code Change Process. The Building Official indicated in the preliminary hearing there is
no evidence that ICC errored in the 2024 Code development by only focusing the exception
on R-2 buildings.

2021 VCC
[F1903.3.1.2 NFPA 13R sprinkler systems.
Automatic sprinkler systems in Group R occupancies shall be permitted to be installed
throughout in accordance with NFPA 13R where the Group R occupancy meets all of the
following conditions:
1. Four stories or fewer above grade plane.
2. The floor level of the highest story is 30 feet (9144 mm) or less above the lowest
level of fire department vehicle access.
3. The floor level of the lowest story is 30 feet (9144 mm) or less below the lowest level
of fire department vehicle access.
The number of stories of Group R occupancies constructed in accordance with Sections
510.2 and 510.4 shall be measured from grade plane.

2024 1BC
[F1903.3.1.2 NFPA 13R sprinkler systems.
Automatic sprinkler systems in Group R occupancies shall be permitted to be installed


https://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/sites/default/files/DocX/sbctrb/agendas/agendas-trb-agenda-01-17-2025.pdf
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throughout in accordance with NFPA 13R where the Group R occupancy meets all of the
following conditions:

1. Four stories or fewer above grade plane.

2. For other than Group R-2 occupancies, the floor level of the highest story is 30 feet
(9144 mm) or less above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access.
For Group R-2 occupancies, the roof assembly is less than 45 feet (13 716 mm)
above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access. The height of the roof
assembly shall be determined by measuring the distance from the lowest required
fire vehicle access road surface adjacent to the building to the eave of the highest
pitched roof, the intersection of the highest roof to the exterior wall, or the top of
the highest parapet, whichever yields the greatest distance.

3. The floor level of the lowest story is 30 feet (9144 mm) or less below the lowest level
of fire department vehicle access.

The number of stories of Group R occupancies constructed in accordance with Sections

510.2 and 510.4 shall be measured from grade plane.

Code Change Proposals
Code Change proposals were presented to increase the floor level of the highest

story from 30’ to 35’ in the 2024 IBC and this was disapproved. (F72-21)

Committee Reason for disapproving: “The committee stated that the reasons for
disapproval were that during the last code cycle there was a very lengthy conversation
and discussion regarding this requirement where it went to the floor and it went through
the process and the members were able to speak. The past testimony about lowering it
to 30 feet was regarding ladder access as most fire engines today per the NFPA standard
carry 35-foot ladders which will reach 30 feet high and will reach a window. As noted,
there is a need to stay at the current requirement until there is proof otherwise since it
hasn't even been used yet. Additionally, there was concern about going lower below
grade as it was brought up in the testimony and it was questioned why it's even being
considered. (Vote: 9-5)”

From Public Comment (Comment 3):
[F] 903.3.1.2 NFPA 13R sprinkler systems. Automatic sprinkler systems in Group R
occupancies shall be permitted to be installed throughout in accordance with NFPA
13R where the Group R occupancy meets all of the following conditions:

1. Four stories or fewer above grade plane.
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2. For other than Group R2 occupancies, the floor level of the highest story is 30
feet (9144 mm) or less above the lowest level of fire department vehicle
access.

For Group R-2 occupancies, the roof assembly is less than 45 feet (13716
mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access. The height of
the roof assembly shall be determined by measuring the distance from the
lowest required fire vehicle access road surface adjacent to the building to
the eave of the highest pitched roof, the intersection of the highest roof to
the exterior wall, or the top of the highest parapet, whichever yields the
greatest distance.

3. The floor level of the lowest story is 30 feet (9144 mm) or less below the
lowest level of fire department vehicle access.

Commenter’s Reason: “When Proposal F117-18 was considered and approved last
cycle, changing the limit for NFPA 13R systems to the current 30-foot value, the
justification provided in the proponent's reason statement was entirely oriented
towards addressing concerns with pedestal style buildings, and the chosen 30-foot
threshold for triggering NFPA 13 protection was justified based on correlation with
the trigger value for requiring standpipes. The logic offered was that standpipes
require larger supply and riser piping, so the cost of upgrading to NFPA 13 protection
would already be partially offset. While that's true, the piping cost offset versus the
overall cost of increasing to NFPA 13 protection is insignificant. No specific life-safety
or property protection basis or loss data justified the 30-foot threshold versus a few
feet in either direction. Nevertheless, the approach of simply changing the current
value to 35 feet doesn't address a bigger issue with the current provisions.

What was overlooked in selecting the current threshold is the common use of
mezzanines in upper levels of Group R2 occupancies. From the exterior, a mezzanine
level in the 4th story would appear to be a 5th story, and such mezzanines often
include a sleeping area. Yet, the current threshold would allow a NFPA 13R system to
be used if the floor level of the 4th floor does not exceed the 30-foot limit. Meanwhile,
a building not having mezzanine levels with a slightly higher 4th floor level, perhaps
due to a slightly sloping lot and a lower fire-department access road, would be forced



into using NFPA 13. The requirement to use a higher level of fire protection for a
lesser risk condition makes no sense and is not justified.

This public comment offers a different approach modeled after what has already
been approved by the ICC membership to address attic protection in NFPA 13R
buildings in Section 903.3.1.2.3 in the 2018 edition. The approach triggers NFPA 13
protection based on the height of the attic, set at a threshold of 45 feet to reasonably
allow a typical 4-story apartment building with 9-foot ceilings and 1-foot floor ceiling
assemblies. The additional 5 feet accommodates the height of a grade-level slab and
downward slope away from a building on a nearly-flat lot to accommodate drainage
in the distance between the building and a fire access road, from which the lowest
level of fire department vehicle access is measured.

In summary, this public comment will close the loophole that currently exists in the
text that was added to the code in the 2021 edition, permitting a 13R protected
building to have a 55-foot attic height with a tall 4th floor mezzanine without attic
protection as long as the floor level of the highest occupied floor isn't over 30 feet
above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access. In approving this proposal,
the code will still strictly limit the permissible use of NFPA 13R to R2 occupancies that
don't exceed 4 stories and which cannot include a combination of tall ceilings and
upper level mezzanines. The proposal has been limited to R2 occupancies recognizing
the different operational, occupant and architectural attributes of R2 vs. R1
occupancies.”



VBCOA

VIRGINIA BUILDING & CODE QFFICIALS ASSOCIATION
Website Report:

Board of Directors Meeting — March 9t 2025

Since our last board of directors meeting, | have continued to keep the VBCOA website up to date. We
have been trying to post all known conference and event dates on the website calendar, even if they are a couple
of years out, so members can plan further in advance. There have not been any major changes to the site since
our last meeting, other than just keeping the pages up to date and accurate. Please continue to check out the site
and make sure everything looks correct and if you see anything that needs to be changed feel free to send me an
email and I will do my best to get it fixed. Be sure to let me know if anyone region positions change, that way |
can continue to update those and keep it accurate on the website. Lastly, if you have any suggestions on

improving the website, do not hesitate to reach out to me and we can discuss those as well.

Kemper Elder, Website Report



VBCOA

VIRGINIA BUILDING & CODE OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION
Board of Directors Report

2025 Mid-Year Conference
Roanoke, Virginia

March 9, 2025

WICED of VA had its first membership meeting February 6, 2025. At that meeting
Installation of new board members were sworn in and training was giving for CEU’s.
Below you will find the names of our current Board of Directors and emails.

Board of Directors

President: Farrah Henderson - farrah.henderson@rva.gov

Vice President: Monica Whitney - mwhitney@sussexcountyva.gov
Secretary/Treasurer: Bonita China - chinab@chesterfield.gov

Past President: Maryia Lackansingh - maryia.lackansingh@fairfaxcounty.gov

Name: Farrah Henderson, President, WICED of VA
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