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VBCOA and WICED of  VA partnered 
together to provide a gift to ICC Outgoing 
President Cindy Davis.  Cindy was present-
ed wood art in the shape of  Virginia en-
graved with words of  appreciation. She 
was also provided a travel certificate so that 
she can take a much needed vacation. Cin-
dy has been a valuable member of  both 
VBCOA and WICED of  VA.   

Cindy’s continued 

support, encourage-

ment and guidance 

has allowed both 

VBCOA and 

WICED of VA  to 

accomplish many 

things.  We are grate-

ful to have her as 

part of our organiza-

tions and wish her 

much success as she 

ends her journey as 

President of ICC and 

embrace her next 

venture. 
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The 

VBCOA Of-

ficer Core 

hope to see 

you at the 

upcoming 

events!! 

Virginia Building and Code Officials Association (VBCOA) 
Mid- Year Conference March 27, 2023 -Harrisonburg VA  
Board of Directors Meeting June 9, 2023 – Chesterfield VA  
Board of Directors Meeting September 17, 2023- Virginia Beach, VA  
Annual Conference September 18 – 19, 2023 – Virginia Beach, VA  
 

 
 
Women in Code Enforcement & Development of VA (WICED)  

Board of Directors Meeting – March 31, 2023 
Membership Meeting – April 21, 2023 
Board of Directors Meeting – August 4, 2023  
Membership Meeting – August 11, 2023 
Board of Directors Meeting – December 8, 2023 
Membership Meeting – December 15, 2023 

 
 
 

International Code Council (ICC)  
Spring Interchange April 29 –May 3, 2023 – Tampa Florida  
2023 Annual Conference and Expo – October 8-11, 2023 – St. Louis, 

MO   
 

  
Virginia Plumbing & Mechanical Inspectors Association (VPMIA) 

Spring School of Instruction April 4-7, 2023 – Charlottesville VA 
 

 
National Fire Protection Association  
 Annual Conference and Expo – June 19-23, 2023 – Mandalay Bay 
Convention Center, Las Vegas 

 
 

Virginia Code Education Conference  
Education Conference August 7-9, 2023 – Williamsburg VA  



Page 3 VIRGINIA BUILDING AND CODE OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION 

 

PUBLIC INFORMATION— Chair, Tom Coghill 
 
President Eutsey encourages the publication of this Newslet-
ter. We hope to continue this communication into the future. 
We can only accomplish this with your assistance.     
 

Please provide any story ideas you may have to: 
tom.coghill@jamescitycountyva.gov  

The Education 

Committee is 

happy to an-

nounce the 

VBCOA Pod-

cast is a hit! 

 This podcast highlights Paul Messpllay with Virginia Department of Housing and Community Develop-
ment. Paul road to Code Enforcement is a great story. Check out the podcast!  
VBCOA Podcast Link: https://player.captivate.fm/episode/c7583187-47bf-4fd6-9a1b-dce67acd655f

 
This podcast highlights how we work together with the Fire Marshal’s office with City of Newport 
News Chief Fire Marshal Jeff Senter.  It’s a great listen and gives some insight into the relationship that 
fire and the building code share.  
VBCOA Podcast Link: https://player.captivate.fm/episode/32ff6f55-7dd5-46e1-bbdc-e714c6545b01

 
There are two podcast available for everyone to enjoy! Check out Mr. Robby Dawson,  NFPA South-
eastern Regional Director who is providing great information about the Fire Code.  The other podcast is 
with Travis Luther, Codes and Regulation Specialist, and Secretary to the State Technical Review Board 
with DHCD.  
 
Robby Dawson https://player.captivate.fm/episode/c78f1649-5ec6-471e-9643-
781bf3779292  
 
 
 
 
Travis Luther: https://player.captivate.fm/episode/3f681c82-e5b9-4292-af44-
810325f88bdb  
 
 
 
 
 
Ms. Jackson is looking to talk about Microbreweries on upcoming Podcast! If you would 
like to join the discussion please reach out to the Education Chair. I am looking to have 
this podcast a part of our Building Safety Month Podcast.  

Education Committee 

Chair Ms. Christina 

Jackson  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://player.captivate.fm/episode/c7583187-47bf-4fd6-9a1b-dce67acd655f
https://player.captivate.fm/episode/32ff6f55-7dd5-46e1-bbdc-e714c6545b01
https://player.captivate.fm/episode/c78f1649-5ec6-471e-9643-781bf3779292
https://player.captivate.fm/episode/c78f1649-5ec6-471e-9643-781bf3779292
https://player.captivate.fm/episode/3f681c82-e5b9-4292-af44-810325f88bdb
https://player.captivate.fm/episode/3f681c82-e5b9-4292-af44-810325f88bdb
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Membership Committee - Carolyn Chavis, Chair 

“Our 

strength is 

in our 

members.”  

Greetings from the Membership Committee, 
 
It is my pleasure to welcome our new members and welcome back our return-
ing members to the Virginia Building and Code Officials Association, 
VBCOA.  We are sure you will soon feel the sense of pride we share in this 
growing organization. We hope that you will take advantage of the many bene-
fits that come with membership and that you will use VBCOA as both a forum 
for the exchange of innovative ideas and as a resource for current code devel-
opment in the building industry.  
 

VBCOA embraces all its members and offers boundless opportunities to par-
ticipate and enhance our industry and profession. I invite you to explore our 
organization and mission to find that opportunity to foster your personal and 
professional growth.  
 
Mark your calendars for our Mid-Year Conference 2023 to be held March 
25 – March 27 in Harrisonburg, VA at the Hotel Madison.  
 
Each of you are VBCOA’s best advertisement and enticement for new and/or 

returning members.  

 

Carolyn Chavis 

VBCOA Membership Chair 
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Past President 

Fields would 

like to remind 

everyone “It is 

Time to start 

planning your 

Building Safety 

Month Event!” 

 

 

The City of Alexandria has a long held tradition of recognizing Building Safety Month 

and has encouraged other localities to do the same. Gregg Fields, Director of Code Ad-

ministration realized early on that Building Code Officials, Inspectors, Plans Examiners, 

and Permit Technicians promote building safety on a daily basis. During the calibration 

of Building Safety Month through an events for the public the Alexandria Department of 

Code Enforcement could bring awareness to those citizens that we do not work with on a 

daily basis. These events allowed to bring connectivity between the citizens and the  code 

enforcement department. 

 

Gregg Fields (Director) and the Department of Code Administration, The City of 
Alexandria  would like to invite you to “SAVE THE DATE”, for Friday May 
5th as we celebrate our 11th ANNUAL, BUILDING SAFETY MONTH KICK-
OFF EVENT: 301 King Street, Alexandria Virginia 22314 (Rain or Shine) 10am 
– 2pm on Market Square. We’d like for you to bring your 10’x10’ pop up canopy 
with displays of your association’s contributions to the Building Safety Environ-
ment (bring your mascot, as well)!  Sandbags for securing canopies will be pro-
vided. 
 
We will also have a local BBQ vendor with lunch and a sponsor/vendor program 
with free raffle. Lots of fun, education, and networking opportunities on a warm, 
sunny spring day in Northern Virginia is planned! 

Continued 
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The Department of Code Administration welcomes you to become a Sponsor for this 
Event. Donations made out to the City of Alexandria (with the completed attached dona-
tion form) to become a Building Safety Partner will help provide advertisements and 
recognition your company is an Active Partner in bringing Building Safety Awareness to 
the public we serve. More information to follow as planning develops. Please feel free to 
contact us by email if you have any questions. You won’t want to miss this event! Mark 
your calendars and plan to be here in person, for this 11th Annual Building Safety 
Month, Kick-Off Event!  
 
We look forward to seeing you here 
in the City of Alexandria on Friday, 
May 5th! Please RSVP (with the 
total # of associates) as you are able 
to 
Pete.Mensinger@alexandriava.gov  

Past Presi-

dent 

Mensinger 

encourages 

all to join 

Alexandria 

in celebrat-

ing Building 

Safety 

Month 

  Past President Mensinger would like to share a  GREAT little story 
within last years BSM event:  At the last hour before the Kick Off  of 
the event was schedule to start, our volunteer singer for the National 
Anthem called in to tell us she had been home sick for several days 
and would not be able to perform. She went on to advise WE had a 
permit tech who started that very same week who was a talented 
singer. With this information, her supervisor and I went upstairs to 
interview a Mrs. Wendy Belt (Permit Technician I). We invited her into 
a smaller room and inquired of her singing talent. She advised, “Oh yes 
I can do that for you”. I asked her if she felt comfortable giving her 
manager, Wayne Lightfoot and I a little audition. Wendy immediately 
began with the first verse.  
   Moments later, eyes closed (me) I began to weep. Partially because 
her voice was so perfect though more because I realized, “Here is a 
professional that just started 
work that week, and she was 
willing, ready and able to share 
her talents at the most oppor-
tune time”. I was beside myself 
with pride knowing we had 
surely hired the right type of 
person to help us at the recent-
ly re-opened multi-department 
permit center! 
 

mailto:Pete.Mensinger@alexandriava.gov
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VBCOA Region 1 has a com-
mitment to promoting next 
generation of  Industry Pro-
fessionals. 

 
Gary Jackson, the 
Building Official for 
Tazewell County Va. 
and Region 1 Chair, 
was a judge in the 
Masonry-Bricklayer 
Contest at the Taze-
well County Career 
and Technical Center.  
 
The Instructor Robert Steel had seven 
Competitors vying for the top spots, John 
Phillips, Scott Golcher, Noah Niswander, 
Dylan Belcher, Austin Miller, Aiden 
Lamb, and Dakoda Davis.  
 
“These students are our future and it was 
great to see so many interested in this 
trade, and the experience they all 
had.”   said Mr. Jackson 
 
The Masonry-Bricklayer Division win-
ner was Mr. Dakoda Davis. 
 
The Masonry Division Winner was Mr. 
Dylan Belcher.  
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VBCOA Region 1 

provides training at it 

regular meetings and 

is constantly looking 

for presentations and 

training that will ben-

efit the membership 

in its day-to-day op-

erations.  

VBCOA Region 1 members have been discussing 

the pro and cons of third party inspections. To this 

end, on March 8th, 2022 Region 1 invited Mr. David 

Kidd, Code check Consulting, to present a presenta-

tion on 3rd Party Plan Review.  

 

Region 1 provides training at it regular meetings and 

is constantly looking for presentations and training 

that will benefit the membership in its day-to-day 

 

David W. Dunivan, CBO 

Building Official  

Powhatan County 

 

Powhatan County 

Building Inspection 

Department held a 

Contractor Cookout to 

celebrate Building Safe-

ty Month  

 
Region VI 2022 Merit 

Region of the Year 

 

On May 28th the Powhatan County Building Inspection Department held a Con-
tractor Cookout to celebrate Building Safety 
Month.  They also posted flyers throughout 
the month for each week in our office to help 
inform citizens and contractors.  Powhatan 
was able to offer free hotdogs with the fixings, 
chips, sodas, and water, along with great 
knowledge for any questions being 
asked.   This year Powhatan had about twice 
the amount of people attend from the previ-
ous year! They hope that our event continues 
to grow each year and build awareness for 
Building Safety Month and the importance of 
the building codes.   Building Official David 
Dunivan and all the Powhatan Building Inspec-
tions Department tean look forward to future 
events like this and enjoy the interaction with 
contractors and citizens.  

       

      

 

 

 

 
      Region VI collected items for “Toys for Tots” which 

include two pallet size boxes in total! These were dis-

tributed to families in need.  This is a yearly tradition 

for Region VI and we strive to get it a little bigger 

each year as a “Do Good” initiative. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

VBCOA Region VI 



Page 9 VIRGINIA BUILDING AND CODE OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION 

 

 International 

Code Council 

Corner 

 

ICC President Cin-

dy Davis commended 

WICED of VA 

for their support and 

participation with 

Habit for Humanity 

and the support they 

provide to their 

membership in help-

ing them find their 

place and their voice 

within the Code 

Profession. 

WICED of  VA received the ICC Presidential Award during the Annual 
ICC Conference  
 

WICED of VA Board Members – Michelle Coward, President; Maryia Lackansingh, Vice 
President; Farrah Henderson, Secretary and Past President Christina Jackson was present 
to accept the award on behalf of the membership. Other members of WICED of VA were 
also present to witness the presentation of this award.   
 
ICC President Cindy Davis commended WICED of VA for their support and partic-
ipation with Habit for Humanity and the support they provide to their membership 
in helping them find their place and their voice within the Code Profession. 
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DHCD Corner  

 

Brian Hildebrand on Manufactured Housing  
 
 
Manufactured homes are a class of homes built after June 15, 1976, whose design, construction, in-plant 
inspections, certifications, and installation are under a federal program administered by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). Several federal regulations (code of federal regulations/
CFR) apply to manufactured homes:  
 
24 CFR Part 3280 Manufactured Home Construction and Safety Standards:  These standards seek to 
the maximum extent possible to establish performance requirements.  

 
24 CFR Part 3282 Manufactured home Procedural and Enforcement Regulations: These regulations 
apply to all manufactured homes for sale to purchasers in the United States on or after the effective date of 
June 15, 1976. 
 
24 CFR Part 3285 Model Home Installation Standards: These standards provide minimum require-
ments for the set-up of manufactured homes. 
 

• 24 CFR Part 3286 Manufactured Home Installation Program: This program establishes the regula-
tions applicable to all manufactured homes before being sold to a purchaser. 

24 CFR Part 3288 Manufactured Home Dispute Resolution Program: This program establishes stand-
ards  for the timely resolution of disputes between manufacturers, retailers, and installers of manufactured 
homes regarding responsibility, 
 
These regulations and standards don’t stop at the federal level. The Virginia Department of Housing and 
Community Development (DHCD) has an agreement with HUD to act as the State Administrative Agency 
(SAA) and administer the Manufactured Housing Installation and Dispute Resolution programs for the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. DHCD also regulates the sale and installation of manufactured housing 
through the Virginia Manufactured Home Safety Regulations (MHSR), the Virginia Manufactured Hous-
ing Licensing and Transaction Recovery Fund Regulations (MHLTRFR), and the Virginia Uniform 
Statewide Building Code (USBC).  
 
Additionally, The Board of Housing and Community Development promulgates the Virginia Manufac-
tured Home Safety Regulations (MHSR) and the USBC. The MHSR includes requirements related to the 
installation and set-up of manufactured homes to ensure compliance with the HUD safety standards. The 
MHSR also references the USBC for items not specifically addressed by the HUD standards such as per-
mit requirements, items constructed on-site (porches, decks, etc.), and utility connections. USBC section 
429 addresses both Manufactured Homes and Industrialized Buildings and includes specific requirements 
for: 
 

• Site work 
• Relocation 
• Additions and Alterations 
• Skirting for manufactured homes 
Change of occupancy for Industrialized buildings  
 
                                                                                                Continued on page 12 
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Familiarity with federal regulations, standards, Virginia’s role, and the USBC ensures safe homes and is 
vital to our communities as we continue to see a need for affordable housing. Is a manufactured home off
-limits when presented with plan review, inspections, and the issuance of a certificate of occupancy? An-
swers may include, “the home has already been inspected or approved.” Without proper training our 
knowledge and understanding of regulations, standards of construction, and installation of manufactured 
homes become limited. The role of dealers, installers, and the local building departments becomes misun-
derstood. Other questions arise: 
 

• Is a permit needed?  

• Should a local building department inspect more than just the footings, decks, etc.? 

• What if the home is used? 

• Where in the code does it say that? 

• Is transport damage inspected? 
What about a certificate of occupancy? 

 

Inspecting the installation of a manufactured home ensures the home performs according to its design, 
satisfying federal regulations and standards. To accomplish this, water systems, drainage systems, and 
smoke detectors are just a few items the building department inspects. 
 
DHCD offers a redesigned course (off-site construction continuing education/OSC CE) focused on regu-
lations, standards, and the local building department. The OSC CE focus is: 
 

• federal guidelines 

• installation and safety regulations 

• licensing requirements 

• technical aspects 

• permitting 

• inspections and enforcement 

• Virginia’s role (including local building departments) 
current and upcoming changes 

 

The OSC CE training was offered in various locations throughout Virginia in 2022 and will continue in 
2023. In addition to the course, DHCD created a manufactured home installation checklist to consider 
during inspections. Local building officials are required, in accordance with 13VAC5-95-20(E) of the 
Virginia Manufactured Home Safety Regulations, “to verify through inspection that the installation is in 
accordance with the federal installation standards”. Inspections are based on 24 CFR Parts 3285 and 3286 
(HUD MH Installation Standards).  
 
Manufactured Homes are safe, energy-efficient, and built to high-quality standards. DHCD partners with 
you to ensure our communities continue to have safe and affordable housing. 
 
For additional information or if you have questions, please contact the State Building Codes Office by 
calling 804-371-7150, or via email at SBCO@dhcd.virginia.gov. You can also visit our website 
at www.dhcd.virginia.gov 

http://www.dhcd.virginia.gov

