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Virginia Building and Code Officials 
(VBCOA) year in review

By Sandra Harrington

LIKE MANY GROUPS IN 2020, the Virginia Building and Code 
Officials Association (VBCOA) had to alter most of  their activi-
ties. The association’s last in-person annual meeting was held in 

September 2019, followed by an in-person board retreat at the Crad-
dock Terry Hotel in Lynchburg, in January 2020. The retreat con-
sisted of  orientation and training for new board members, review of  
their roles and responsibilities, and review and revision of  the strategic 
plan. The Craddock Terry also provided a historic overview of  the old 
shoe factory, a special treat for VBCOA Board members, as the asso-
ciation was first established in December 1929 and the first VBCOA 
President, George C Hough, was from Lynchburg.

The March 2020 Mid-Year meeting was scheduled to be held in 
Staunton, one of  the localities involved in the creation of  the VBCOA 
and whose first paid fire chief, E.H. Dabney, was on the original VB-
COA board. Appropriately, conference committee members had been 
working with the city to arrange tours of  some of  its older buildings.

But it was not meant to be. 
VBCOA cancelled the in-person meeting in March and during 

the summer of  2020, moved the September annual meeting (with 
fingers crossed) to December, in Williamsburg. But this too was not 
meant to be as it became clear that there would be no in-person 
VBCOA meetings for quite some time.

So, adjusting to the new reality, VBCOA held a scaled down virtual 
annual meeting on December 15, 2020. Silver lining: Attendance was 
exceptional with almost 200 people logged on for the event!

     
Awards and Recognitions

Each year VBCOA recognizes regions for their achievements and 
contributions to the association, the profession, the industry, and to 
their communities. Typically awarded in March for the prior year, 
the 2019 awards were postponed in the hopes of  having an in-person 
event later in the year. But with 2020 on its way out, and in-person 
events cancelled, VBCOA chose to use its annual meeting to bestow 
the 2019 awards.

Region of the Year Award: Region VIII
Region VIII adopted several new initiatives to educate members 

and the communities they serve with training courses providing con-
tinuing education and opportunities for fellowship to share ideas with 
neighboring localities. These proactive programs contribute to the 
improvement of  the profession by targeting specific issues within the 

community to improve residents’ quality of  life. 
Region VIII is also committed to advancing the profession by 

promoting the next generation of  inspectors. Region VIII cities such 
as Newport News conduct an annual Summer Training and Enrich-
ment Program (STEP) for individuals who have expressed a desire to 
pursue a career in the field. Participants are hired by the city as interns 
and receive training to assist inspectors with all facets of  the job. The 
hope is that these STEP participants, having had an introduction to 
the profession, will, one day, be able to join the ranks of  the city’s 
highly trained inspectors. 

Also, during 2019 Region VIII partnered with the Women in 
Code Enforcement (WICED) to provide volunteers to build a house 
for Habitat of  Humanity Hampton Roads and, during the holidays, 
donated to the Foodbank of  Southeastern Virginia and Eastern Shore. 

Merit Region of the Year Award: Region I
Region I received the Merit Region of  the Year Award for 

their involvement in the 
ICC Code Development 
Process, Building Safety 
Month, and High School 
Technical Training Pro-
gram activities.  President 
James Moss (who sits on 
many code development 
committees and partici-
pates in the code develop-
ment hearings), as well as 
Winfred Collins and Rick 
Statzer participated in 
the code development process. Region I also offered code trainings 
for contractors and citizens, including educational opportunities for 
members such as permit technician training, fire alarm systems, food 
truck safety, and manufactured housing set-up and inspection process. 
Additionally, Region I sponsored many activities during Building 
Safety Month including booths staffed at community events and mu-
nicipal buildings including Galax, Carroll, Wytheville, Hillsville and 
Grayson and children’s programs in Grayson County, in conjunction 
with the City of  Galax Fire Department, that taught children fire 
safety techniques.  

Jack A. Proctor Meritorious 
Service Award: William 
“Rick” Hinson, Jr.

This year, William “Rick” Hinson, Jr. 
was awarded the Jack A. Proctor Meritori-
ous Service Award for design professionals 
in special recognition and appreciation of  
his more than 40 years of  service as an 
engineer, manager, plans examiner, build-
ing official and lecturer/instructor to the 

Commonwealth of  Virginia, the greater Mid-Atlantic region, local 
and regional municipal agencies, public and private building team 

Region I Award Presentation with (l-r) James 
Moss, VBCOA President; Terry Atwell, Region I 
Chair; Willie Greene, VML President;  Keith Barker,    
City of Galax City Manager.

The old Craddock-Terry 
Company shoe factory.

- Hinson -



V IRG IN IA  TOWN &  C I T Y   •   DECEMBER  2020     27

professionals and to his colleagues in the code compliance industry. 
Rick is currently the facilities department manager in charge of  Code 
Consulting Services for ECS Mid- Atlantic, LLC.  He is a registered 
professional engineer in Virginia, Maryland, and the District of  Co-
lumbia. Additionally, is he certified as a building official and property 
maintenance official by both the Commonwealth of  Virginia and the 
International Code Council.

In supporting Rick’s nomination, Chesterfield County Building 
Official Ron Clements, stressed that “Mr. Hinson was instrumental in 
developing and delivering the Jack A. Proctor Virginia Building Code 
Academy (JPVBCA) course on the Virginia Existing Building Code.” 
Furthermore, Clements noted that Hinson is a gifted instructor and 
passionate about building safety, and good, sensible building codes in 
Virginia.   

Public Service Award:   
Frank Woeste

Frank Woeste received the 2019 Public 
Service Award in recognition of  his tech-
nical support to building officials, plans 
examiners and to the Commonwealth of  
Virginia. Mr. Woeste was specifically com-
mended for his professional and academic 
accomplishments, notably his investigative 
work in analyzing deck structural failures 

and his Virginia Tech course in wood design. Mr. Woeste is a pro-
fessor emeritus and adjunct professor of  sustainable biomaterials at 
Virginia Tech where, during his 26-year tenure, he has conducted wood 
engineering research and taught wood design courses. In conjunction 
with his colleagues at Virginia Tech and Washington State University, 
Mr. Woeste developed and presented continuing education programs 
for more than 30-years. He currently serves on the American Wood 
Council, Wood Standards Design Committee which is responsible for 
revisions to national design standards. On a routine basis, Mr. Woeste 
consults with the public, design professionals, contractors, and building 
code officials on various aspects of  engineered wood construction and 
residential construction, including decks and balconies.

ICC Emory Rodgers 
Scholarship: Ron Clements

Cindy Davis, Deputy Director of  
DHCD and a member of  the ICC Board 
of  Directors, announced that Chesterfield 
County Building Official Ron Clements, 
was the 2019 recipient of  the ICC Emory 
R. Rodgers Fellowship. 

The Fellowship is available annually 
to a building safety professional, who has 

embarked upon a demonstrated executive-level career path and wants 
to further develop their leadership skills through an eligible executive 
development program. The Fellowship affords up to $20,000 to cover 
the full cost of  an educational program. 

In making the announcement, Ms. Davis stated she was very proud 
that VBCOA’s Ron Clements is the recipient of  this year’s ICC fellow-
ship award. “There is no better example of  Emory’s mentorship and 
Ron’s demonstrated executive level leadership abilities. He has served 
on so many national code committees going back to the days of  BOCA 
International including the development committee for the very first 
IRC, as the Chesterfield County deputy building official and now as 
the building official and serving the VBCOA for many years in many 
various positions including his current role as legislative liaison.”  

Honorary Membership
During remarks to members at the 

first official VBCOA annual meeting in 
1930 held in Roanoke, Executive Sec-
retary Morton Wallerstein stressed the 
importance of  a membership committee 
to ensure that information about building 
permits, model building codes, and other 
matters pertaining to building inspections 
would be shared within the building codes 
professional community.

Today, the membership committee first 
proposed by Mr. Wallerstein, is chaired by 
Michelle Coward and has continued to 
grow the membership, with over 1,000 cur-
rent members. 

Occasionally, outstanding individu-
als are presented to the membership for 
consideration for Honorary Membership, 
which is bestowed for outstanding service 
in the furtherance of  the purposes and 
objectives of  the association. This year, the 
members voted Debby McMahon, Guy 
Tomberlin, and Lynn Underwood to join 
the Honorary Membership core.

Congrats to these outstanding indi-
viduals, who join the ranks of  the less than 
60 Honorary Members over the course of  
the VBCOA’s ninety-one-year history! 

Looking back. 
Looking forward.

As we close 2020, one can only imagine how proud the profes-
sional trailblazers of  1929 would be of  their organization today! 
Through changing times, VBCOA has remained steadfast in its mis-
sion to come together, share knowledge and provide a framework for 
members to mutually benefit themselves, their profession and their 
communities. This year, despite operational limitations due to the 
pandemic, President Moss has worked very closely with the Board 
of  Directors to ensure a continued focus on VBCOA’s strategic plan. 
Also, beginning in January 2021, President Moss will begin hosting 
the “Final Friday Chat” series. These “chats” will be held virtually 
and will cover items of  interest to the membership.

The best place to stay connected to everything new is on the VB-
COA website, www.vbcoa.org.  

About the author: Sandy Harrington serves as the VBCOA Executive 
Director and can be reached at sharrington@vml.org.
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