
 
                                                                VBCOA Board of Directors Meeting Agenda 

                                                                  1 p.m., April 30, 2017 
Holiday Inn University Conference Center, Charlottesville, VA 

 
 

1. General Business  
a. Call to order, Pledge of Allegiance (Jimmy Moss) 
b. Roll Call of Voting Board Members 
c. Agenda review/approval and call for revisions  
d. Approval of the minutes from the Jan. 17, 2017 meeting 

 
2. Officers Reports  

a. President’s (David Beahm) 
b. Region Chairs Activity (Gregg Fields) 

i. Region Chairs 
c. 2018 ICC Activity (Gregg Fields, Pete Mensinger) - Budget 
d. Time & Place (Pete Mensinger) 
e. Past Presidents (John Walsh) 

 
3. Old Business 

a. By-Laws 
b. Website Merchandise 
c. Home and Garden shows (Richmond/Germanna) 
d. VA Voting Campaign/ICC Voting 
e. Mutual Aid Agreement 

 
4. New Business 

a. Request for support for ICC Board of Directors 
b. VML introductions 
c. BCAAC Recommendation/Request 

 
5. Committee and Other Reports   

a. Committee Reports  
i. Ad hoc Administrative (Emory Rodgers) 

ii. Ad hoc High School Technical Training Program (Paula Johnson/Kyle Kratzer) 
iii. Ad hoc Code Development Review (Kris Bridges) 
iv. Ad hoc Fire Code (Rick Witt) 
v. Awards (Paula Eubank/Mike Williams) 

vi. Education (Mike Eutsey)  
vii. Energy Conservation (Matt Westheimer)  

viii. International Building Code (Jefferie Morrow) 
ix. International Residential Code (Chuck Bajnai/Richard Moore) 
x. Legislation (Ron Clements/Julie Walton) 

xi. Membership (Michelle Coward) 
xii. Permit Technicians (Debra McMahon, Paula Fristoe) 

1. Permit Technicians as Technical Assistants 
xiii. Plumbing/Mechanical Code (Tom Clark)  
xiv. Property Maintenance (Earl Weaver) 
xv. Public Information (Tom Coghill)  

xvi. Rehabilitation Code Committee (Allison Cook) 
xvii. Va Code Education Conference (joint conference) (David Beahm/Gregg Fields) 

b. Web Master (Jada Black) 
c. BCAAC (Eric Rice-Johnston)  
d. Director of Regulatory Compliance (Sean Farrell)  
e. DPOR (Mike Redifer) 
f. TRB (Bob Allen/Eric Mays) 
g. ICC Region 7 (David Beahm)  
h. ICC (Bryan Soukup/Cindy Davis) 
i. DHCD (Cindy Davis/DHCD staff) 
j. State Fire Marshal (Glenn Dean)  

k. VPMIA, VFPA, IAEI, IABO, VAESA, WICED   
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VBCOA Board of Directors 
January 27, 2017, Chesterfield County 

 
David Beahm called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. The pledge of allegiance was said. 
 
The roll call of board members was taken. Present were: 
 
David Beahm, Warren County 
Gregg Fields, Alexandria 
Pete Mensinger, Alexandria 
Jimmy Moss, Grayson County 
Brian Hilderbrand, Washington County 
Jerry Heinline, Christiansburg 
Ron Schuett, Harrisonburg 
Phillip Moore, Farmville 
Paula Johnson, Prince William County 
Mike Eutsey, Hanover County 
Christina Jackson, Norfolk 
Mike Williams, Harrisonburg 
Matt Westheimer, Williamsburg 
Jeff Morrow, Fauquier County 
Charles Bajnai, Chesterfield County 

Richard Moore, Henrico County 
Ron Clements, Chesterfield County 
Julie C. Walton, Prince George County 
Michelle Coward, Richmond 
Tom Clark, Prince William County 
Earl Weaver, Richmond 
Tom Coghill, James City County 
Kyle Kratzer, Fauquier County 
Eric Rice-Johnston, Arlington County 
Cindy Davis, DHCD 
Sandi Morris, DHCD 
Sean Farrell, Prince William County 
Rick Witt, chesterfield County 
Bob Allen, Henrico County 
Mary Jo Fields, staff 

 
The permit technician institute was added as an agenda item. 
 
Sean made a motion, seconded by Chuck, to approve the minutes of Sept. 18. The motion was 
approved. 
 
Presidents report.  David reported that there had been a lot of activity since September, and that 
some changes had been made in some committees.  He encouraged board members to help the 
committee chairs as much as possible, and to take information back to your localities, especially 
from the legislative committee.  
 
Region Chairs 
Gregg Fields said there are five new region chairs: Brian Hilderbrand, Ron Shuett, Phillip 
Moore, Paula Johnson, and Christina Jackson. The chairs have had two meetings since the 
annual meeting, and have gone back over the strategic plan and got up to speed on its status. 
They have discussed the general roles of region chairs and the importance of the committees and 
the appointments to the committees. They have begun reviewing the budget. They have a list of 
potential sponsors to the 2018 ICC event, and have gone over the website and how to use it. 
Finally, the chairs have reviewed the legislative report and drafted a mutual aid bill that might 
that has been passed on to the legislative chair. 
 
Region I-Brian said the region is assessing how to approach the upcoming year. Goals will be 
discussed at the next meeting and how to share information through a code roundtable. 
Region II-Jerry said he had no report 
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Region III-Ron had submitted a written report. The region meets at two different locations, and 
usually has training at our meetings, with 10-15 people per meeting.  
Region IV-Phillip said the region just had a meeting with zip line as the educational topic. The 
next meeting is in February.  
Region V-Paula said there was a meeting last week, with solar voltaic as the educational session. 
72 people were there. Another training will be held in March on situational awareness. We 
collect money at every meeting and donate half to CASA. Region V matches. The region is 
looking at rehab code training at the end of February and hopes to generate revenue from that. 
The region has set up a liaison from the region to coordinate with the jurisdictions in our region. 
Region VI- Michelle. Committees are filled, and the region will have training this spring. The 
region’s service project was in December-brought toys for Toys for Tots. 
Region VII-Mike Eutsey said the region has monthly meetings, on the third Wednesday of each 
month. The region has reviewed cdpAccess and voting validation. 
Region VIII-Christina said wood truss bracing training was held in January, with more than 70 
people attending. Feb. 8 will be a meeting with Norfolk Technical High School to discuss 
HSTTP. Training will be held in the spring on fire suppression. The region will be shifting focus 
to Building Safety work, and she is working on making presentations to schools. 
 
David said the ICC newsletter included information on Prince William Building Safety Month. 
 
2018 ICC Report. Gregg said the committee met this week. The committees are working with a 
March 15 deadline for all committees to meet and have a budget request. We discussed budget 
issues and have a planning team to visit Columbus. The web page is in the development process. 
The Richmond Convention & Visitors Bureau is helping with the development of a video on 
Richmond. There are 7 categories of subgroups and the planning committee is working with each 
of the sub groups. Sandi Morris said they had discussed centerpieces on the tables, have 
giveaways at the banquet. The video will be a canned one but will have information specific to 
the event. Bob Allen asked about funding and said he thought we had agreed to seed money. The 
answer was yes, and seed money of $1000 had been approved. 
 
Time and Place Report. Pete Mensinger reported on upcoming meetings (written report). Oct. 
15-17 is the annual conference in Virginia Beach. For the spring meeting, it was mentioned how 
important BSM is. Alexandria will have its kick-off event on May 5. If you’re interested in a 
kick-off event, please get in touch with him, Paula or others and we can help. 
 
Past presidents. There has not been a meeting. 
 
Old Business.  
ICC voting report. Kris was unable to be here. VBCOA has made a big push to make sure our 
people are represented. ICC has closed its voting process as there will be no items to work on, 
and it would have been preferable to have known this in advance. Cindy Davis says she 
understands why the voting validation process was closed due to hearings not being held, but an 
explanation would be helpful. It also would be helpful for people to update their authorized 
representatives. Right now, you can’t validate or update representatives. When the validation 
opens next probably in January you will have to update and validate. The communication was 
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lacking and that has been conveyed. David said an email would be sent out when more 
information was available.  
 
Website merchandising. David said that we have started with the merchandising, but it hasn’t 
been well used at this point.  
 
ICC annual conference budget. Gregg Fields said we are reviewing the budget and once we 
determine how much we have we will determine what we can do. Each of the organizations can 
contribute. VPMIA has set aside funds, for example.  
 
New Business. 
Drones. Ron Clement reported that drone technology is developing quickly. VML set up a 
committee to get ahead of this issue, and VBCOA is part of that. The purpose was to be prepared 
on legislation that might affect local government. FAA is regulating the commercial use 
(including government). Bob Allen said there is an appeal case regarding privacy and what a 
building inspector could see over a fence. Jimmy Moss said his county has one and has used it 
for a search and rescue effort. There are many legal issues to consider at this point. David said 
there were drone classes at the ICC meeting in Kansas City. Sean said that drones also could be a 
cost savings.  
 
Bylaws. David said that he would like to review the representation listed within the bylaws. 
Three sister groups-VPMIA, IAEI, and VFPA-are listed but IABO, VAESA and WICED are not. 
We should consider adding all the Virginia chapters or to change the language to something 
generic that references other ICC chapters. Sean reminded the group that the TRB position 
currently held by Bob Allen would be up for renewal and the ICC Region VII would be up this 
year as well.  
 
Legal issues. David discussed the legal protection given building officials. There was one case 
involving Warrenton and there will be another in all likelihood coming up soon.  Is the board 
interested in this type of issue? There was discussion over the concept. David said that the board 
has decided not to make a decision one way or another on filing amicus briefs with regards to 
building officials at this time. This does not prohibit filing or not filing in any case but final 
approval by the board of directors would be required. The request was made to have the topic as 
an item under Old Business at the next meeting. 
 
TRB. Bob Allen said the TRB has had an interim request about the swimming pool code that 
Cindy will discuss later. Cindy said the question related to the three-foot clear zone. The 
question was whether it could be satisfied if the zone was on another property. A copy of the 
opinion will be sent out to members. 
 
Permit Technicians Institute. Rick said that the latest ICC newsletter was advertising a Permit 
Tech Institute.  There is a difference between what permit techs (such as plan review and zoning) 
and the typical customer service person does. If our localities are looking to create career 
development for their staff, this could be an opportunity to bring this to Virginia, with the 
support of VBCOA and other organizations. The role of permit techs was further discussed and 
David will pass the issue on to the Administrative Code committee for further discussion.  
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Mutual aid. David said that a draft mutual aid bill has been developed and will be sent to the 
legislative committee after the session for further work.   
 
Remembrances. Frank Holland and George Rickman have passed away. David asked that 
people let him know of any deaths, etc. 
 
Jada will be posting articles onto the website. An article on Rick will be posted soon. 
 
David has asked for money to fund an HSTTP participate to attend the VCEC. 
 
Sean said he moved to endorse Kris Bridges for the ICC Board of Directors at the Columbus 
meeting. Tom Coghill seconded the motion. The issue was discussed. The motion was approved 
unanimously. 
 
HSTTP. Kyle reported that the program is continuing to bring more high schools in the program. 
In December DOE approved the HSTTP for architectural/drawing courses. In 2016, 39 
certificates of achievement were awarded.  Sixteen have been awarded this year including one 
who earned a residential inspector certificate. The group plans to participate again in Skills USA. 
Building Safety Journal has added a “school of the month” section that will feature schools and 
projects. Certificates of commitments were presented to region chairs. 
 
Fire code. Rick discussed the committee that is looking at the fire prevention code. Meetings are 
tentatively scheduled, and he will keep the board reported. The BHCD asked Sean to represent 
them at the meetings.  
 
Awards. Mike Williams said that Paula sent her regrets. The committee is gearing up toward 
scholarships for the mid-year meeting and the ICC conference.  
 
Mid-Year and ICC scholarships were discussed. Rick also added in VCEC. The preview event at 
ICC was mentioned as well. Cindy said that attending the conference was valuable as an 
educational opportunity even if hearings were not being held.  
 
Education. Mike said the committee discussed strategic planning initiatives. The committee 
suggests using the Rehab Code for training and a revenue builder. The committee is working on 
a draft survey on education suggestions. Training for DPOR home inspectors was discussed as 
well.  
 
Energy. Matt Westheimer reported that a meeting would be held soon. 
 
IBC. Jeff said he would get the process rolling soon on the code changes that have been carried 
over, with a view toward getting ready for the March 14 meeting.  
 
IRC. Chuck said that the committee is in its hiatus year, and would get together on outstanding 
issues for Workgroup 3. There were 135 code changes. The committee submitted 21 code 
changes and 18 were approved.  
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Legislation. Ron Clements said the group held a conference call on Jan. 23. Some of the bills 
that have garnered email traffic are HB 1587 (FOIA-house plans), HB 1860 (tank construction), 
HJR 705 (uniform permitting process), SB 812 (home inspectors/piping), SB 919 (removal of 
unsafe buildings), and fireworks bills. SB 1365 is probably the most controversial, on moving 
the fire prevention code. SB 1123/HB 2203 come from a mobile park home in Manassas and 
regards notification of tenants for mobile park owners. An amendment brought in notification by 
the locality and involved the building official. Joel Andrus is working on this and is talking with 
the Southern Poverty Law Center to take a regulatory route. Ron Shuett asked about SB 1589. 
 
Membership. Michelle said renewals are coming in, and the committee will be working to 
increase the numbers. 
 
PMG. Tom said he had nothing to report but would be convening the meeting soon.  David 
thanked VPMIA for their help in developing code positions. 
 
Property maintenance. Earl turned in a written report and is looking for a meeting site in  
Charlottesville. He is also looking for a co-chair. 
 
Public information. Tom said he has talked with Jada about the web site. Region of the Year 
applications will be coming out in mid-March. Sean suggested sending out the information 
earlier to allow more time. 
 
VCEC.  Website is up and vendors can register, thevcec.org.  
 
Webmaster. Jada provided a written report. Sean reminded people to update their pages. 
 
BCAAC. Eric Rice-Johnston will be the new BCAAC representative. Sandi said the group had a 
meeting scheduled in March.  
 
DRC. Sean sent a written report. 
 
ICC Region VII. David gave a brief report. 
 
ICC. Bryan Soukup is the representative again. Cindy urged people to look at the ICC 
University on-line. ICC is focusing on resiliency. ICC will be looking at the voter validation 
process.  
 
DHCD. Cindy said the code change cycle update was on the website as well as workgroup 
meeting dates. TRB has two new members. Building Safety Month discussions have been held. 
We’ve discussed a booth at the Richmond Home & Garden Show. Tom suggested that VPMIA 
and VBCOA co-host.  
 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 3:30 p.m. 
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VBCOA Region VI  
April 30, 2017 Board Report 

 
 
Mr. President 
 
Region VI meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each even month with at least an hour of training 
at each meeting.  We have an average of 30 members attend each meeting.   
 
This is a report on the activity of VBCOA Region III for the months of January  2017 
through April 2017. 
 

 The Region VI Meeting training topics are noted below 
 
Foundation Support Systems   2/21/17   
 
Truss Bracing and Plant Tour   4/18/17 

 
 

 
Rick Farthing 
Region VI Chair 
 



VBCOA Region VII 

 

Mr. President, 

Region VII holds a monthly meeting in Middlesex County on the third Wednesday of each month. The 

meetings start at 10:00 am and are usually attended by 12-15 people. If we do not have a training 

scheduled for a meeting we will have group discussions on code sections or issues that have come up in 

a locality to see how others have handled a similar situation. 

This is a report on the activity of VBCOA Region VII for the months of January 2017 – April 2017. 

 January 

 The information for ICC Voter Validation was given. 

Casey Littlefield provided a training class on whole house generators and automatic transfer 

switches. 

  February 

 We had discussions on the following topics: 

  Future training ideas, TRB’s interpretation 01-2017, ICC online voting results 

A representative from the State Fire Marshall’s Office was at the meeting to discuss their new 

plan review policy. 

 March 

Travis Luter from DHCD was at the meeting to pass along information and answer questions 

from the region. 

We also talked about the VBCOA Mid-year Conference and available scholarships and Building 

Safety Month 

 

 April 

 Bernie Stanley of Shockoe Solar had a presentation on Photovoltaic systems 

 

  

   

 



To:  VBCOA Board of Directors 

From:  Richard C. Witt, Chairman 

Date:  April 24, 2017 

Subject: VBCOA Adhoc Fire Code Committee Report 

 

The Adhoc Fire Code Committee has not formally met since our last report. However, several 

members of the committee have been participating in the Fire Service Board Code Committee 

attempt to create a new version of a revised Fire Code in lieu of reviewing and proposing 

changes to the Fire Code rewrite currently existing in the cdpaccessva system. While we did not 

agree with this process, we have indicated our objections or agreements with the work being 

done on a section-by-section basis. There are significant areas of agreement and hopefully we 

can come to some consensus changes to the original rewrite. We have delayed having a 

meeting of the committee since most of the proposed changes separate from the Fire Code 

rewrite processes were previously dealt with and the new Fire Services Board version is slowly 

being entered into the system. We will continue to meet with the Fire Services Board Code 

Committee offering our feedback. 

The next formal meeting of the VBCOA Adhoc Fire Code Committee will be on May 19th from 

10:00-2:00 at Chesterfield County Building Inspection offices. The agenda will include the FSBCC 

proposed changes and any individual Fire Code changes held over from the first workgroup 

meeting.  



 
 
 
 
VBCOA Board of Directors Meeting 
Charlottesville Virginia  
Sunday April 30 2017 10:00 am 
 
VBCOA Awards and Resolutions Committee Report
 
The A&R Committee conducted its business via electronic/online tools. 
 
The A&R Committee awarded the following conference scholarships to date in 2017: 
 
 2017 VBCOA Mid-Year Conference in Charlottesville Virginia on April 30 – May 01 2017 

 11 scholarships @ $75 (1 of 12 scholarships returned) 
 2017 ICC Code Hearings in Columbus Ohio (Cancelled by ICC)  

 0 scholarships 
 
*************************************************************************************************************** 
 
The 2017 Year-to-Date metrics are as follows: 
 
 Conference Scholarships 

 2017 VBCOA Mid–Year Conference – 11 scholarships with 1 first time attendee 
 2017 VBCOA Annual Conference – 0 scholarships with 0 first time attendees 
 2017 ICC Code Hearings – 0 scholarships 
 2017 ICC Annual Conference & Code Hearings – 0 scholarships with 0 first time attendees 

 
 Special Awards and Resolutions 

 Awards – 0  
 Resolutions – 0 



 
  

 
 
TO:  VBCOA President David Beahm                                                          April 30, 2017 
  1st Vice President Gregg Fields 
   2nd Vice President Pete Mensinger 
  Sgt. at Arms Jimmy Moss 

VBCOA Membership 
  Honored Guests 
 
FROM:        Mike Eutsey, Education Committee Chair 
 
SUBJECT:  Education Committee Update 
 
Mr. President,  
 
Since the last Board of Directors meeting the Education Committee has been involved in some emails in order 
to come up with a guide line to develop a New Home Inspector’s Course to be provided to DPOR. 
 
There has also been conformation from Kenny Payne on tentative dates that he will have available for the 
Rehabilitation Code Training to be used as a VBCOA fund raiser towards the 2018 ICC Conference. These 
dates will be subject to change and more details will be presented to the Education Committee as they become 
available. 
 
·         April – 27, 28 
 
·         May – 12 
 
·         June – 7, 8, 9, 15, 16, 20, 28, 29 
 
·         July – 13, 14, 21 
 
·         August – 8, 10, 17, 18, 25, 31 
 
·         September – 14, 15, 20, 26, 27, 28, 29 
 
·         October – 10, 12, 13, 20 
 
·         November – 9, 10, 15, 28, 29 
 
·         December – 5, 6, 7, 8, 12, 15 
 

 
 
Thank you. 
 
Mike Eutsey 



Education Committee Chair 



 

 
BUILDING SAFETY PROFESSIONALS 

 
Energy Conservation Committee Board Report 

 
4/24/2017 

 
Committee Members: 
 

  

 
Energy Committee  
 
-The Energy Committee met on April 7th at the Hanover County Economic development 
building to review the proposed code changes for the 2015 VECC.  The Committee 
developed positions in preparation for the upcoming DHCD sub-workgroup meeting that 
was held on April 12th.  
 
-The Energy Committee had several members present at the April 12th DHCD sub-
workgroup meeting held at the Virginia Housing Center.  Committee members worked 
with other stakeholders that were present to come up with a joint code change proposal 
that will go before the Board of Housing.    
 
Our next meeting has not been officially set. 
  
 
 
Thank you, 
Matt Westheimer 



 

 

    
Building Committee Report 

For  
Mid-year Meeting 

 
April 30, 2017 

 
The Building Committee held a teleconference in March, 2017. We discussed each of the 
code change proposals currently published on CDP-VA website. Each proposal had a 
discussion, and an agreement was reached for each as to the committee’s recommended 
position. This information was taken to the workgroup meeting on April 11th. 
A few members also participated in a sub-workgroup meeting held on April 3rd to discuss 
Special Inspections Chapter 17 and any changes necessary to make it clear when SI 
inspections were required.   
 

Building Code 
Committee 

 



VBCOA IRC REPORT 

Chuck Bajnai and Richard Moore 

April 26, 2017 

 

 

1. Committee has not met this year. 

 

2. An email was circulated seeking opinions on two code changes that were passed for 2018 IRC, 

and moving them forward for the 2015 VA-IRC: 

a. Tiny houses were approved as an appendix 

b. Decks per R507 

After soliciting similar opinion from Richmond Homebuilders, there was no consensus for 

submitting either of these two initiatives.  Hence neither will be advanced to DHCD. 

 

3. There are a few IRC items that had been already on DHCD agenda, some reached consensus and 

some did not reach consensus at the recent DHCD meeting on April 11: 

a. NONCONSENSUS:  108.2  - Exemption from Permitting - Changing the requirement for 

replacing 100 sqft of roof sheathing to < 256 sqft.  

b. CONSENSUS:   R308.4.5 Glazing and wet surfaces was a rewrite without technical 

changes.   

c. NONCONSENSUS:  R313.1 Requirement for residential sprinklers in all townhouses in 

communities “marketed for 55 years and older”. 

d. CONSENSUS:  R602.10.9 Braced wall panel support to put back a provision that was 

inadvertently omitted from the 2012 VA-IRC. 

e. NONCONSENSUS:  R802.2 a rewrite of the roofing section of the code to follow the 

approved 2018 code change to the IRC. 

 

4. The next work group meeting will be on June 13. 
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VBCOA/VPMIA 2017 Session  
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT final 
 
(Revised 04-10-17)  
Thru- HB 2477, HJ 826, HR 333, SB 1592, SJ 341, SR 120 
 
The legislative committee met via conference January 23, 2017. On the call was Lewis Watts 
(R4), Emory Rodgers, Gregg Fields, David Beahm (R3), Mike Eutsey (R7), Richard Potts, Cindy 
Davis, Art Berkley (R8), Julie Walton (R6/chair), Ron Clements (R6/Chair), Sam Sapienza (R2) 
could not call in but submitted comments via email. 
 
 
HB 1404  Status- Signed into Law by the Governor 
 
Support-  
 
Chief patron: Cole 
  
Activation of fire alarms; penalty. Removes the provision that a building must be for public use in order for the 
Class 1 misdemeanor for maliciously activating a fire alarm to apply. The Class 1 misdemeanor will apply to all 
buildings 
 
 
HB 1506  Status- Died in House Committee 
 
No Position- May be of interest to those that enforce zoning ordinances. 
 
Chief patron: Helsel 
  
Vacant developed property; overgrown shrubs and trees. Authorizes localities to require owners of vacant 
developed property to cut overgrown shrubs and trees on the property. The bill also authorizes localities, after 
reasonable notice, to cut overgrown shrubs and trees on vacant developed property and charge the cost to the 
owner. 
 
 
HB 1538  Status- Signed into Law by the Governor 
 
Support, amended to add “or any successor code” after BOCA. See line 942 in the bill. This is just a 
clean-up old language bill.  
 
Chief patron: LeMunyon 
 
Revision of Title 23; corrections. Corrects typographical errors and makes other technical amendments relating to 
the revision and recodification of Title 23 and declares such corrections and amendments to be effective retroactively 
to October 1, 2016. The bill is a recommendation of the Code Commission 

 
HB 1539  Status- Governor’s amendments enacted 
 
No Position- This does relocate and consolidate the building plan related FOIA exemptions but does not 
alter the exemptions. This was recommended from the FOIA Council as mandated by HJR96. 
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Chief patron: LeMunyon 
  
Virginia Freedom of Information Act (FOIA); public access to records of public bodies. Clarifies the definition of 
public record. The bill also (i) defines "personal contact information" that is excluded from FOIA's mandatory 
disclosure provisions in certain cases; (ii) clarifies that a requester has the right to inspect records or receive copies 
at his option; (iii) clarifies language in certain record exclusions under FOIA that certain records may be disclosed at 
the discretion of the custodian; (iv) consolidates the personnel record exclusion with the limitation on the application 
of that exclusion, and specifically clarifies that the name, in addition to position, job classification, and salary, of a 
public employee is public information as per opinions of the Attorney General and the FOIA Council; (v) eliminates, 
effective July 1, 2018, the exclusion for the Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority relating to operating and marketing 
strategies; (vi) eliminates the exclusion for correspondence of local officials as unnecessary; (vii) consolidates various 
public safety exclusions relating to building plans and drawings and critical infrastructure into a single exclusion; (viii) 
eliminates the exclusion for administrative investigations of the Department of Human Resource Management, as the 
exclusion is already covered under the personnel records exclusion; (ix) expands the exclusion for personal 
information provided to the Virginia College Savings Plan to cover qualified beneficiaries, designated survivors, and 
authorized individuals, which terms are defined in the bill; (x) consolidates the various record exclusions for the 
Department of Health Professions and the Department of Health into single exclusions for each Department; (xi) 
clarifies certain Department of Social Services exclusions; (xii) provides an exclusion for local finance boards that 
provide postemployment benefits other than pensions; and (xiii) eliminates the record exclusion for Virginia Wildlife 
Magazine. The bill also eliminates the correspondence exclusion for certain state and local officials. The bill contains 
numerous technical amendments. This bill is a recommendation of the Freedom of Information Advisory Council 
pursuant to the HJR 96 FOIA study (2014-2016). 

 
 
HB 1563 Status- Died in House Committee 
SB 877 Status- Died in Senate Committee 
 
No Position- VBCOA was involved in development of VA Health Department regulations associated to 
this provision of law. It does not directly affect the building code.  
 
Chief patron: Favola (877), Kory (1563) 
  
Regulations governing hospitals; facilities performing abortions. Removes language classifying facilities that 
perform five or more first trimester abortions per month as hospitals for the purpose of complying with regulations 
establishing minimum standards for hospitals. 
 
 

HB 1565 Status- Signed into Law by the Governor 
 
No Position- This bill refers to the USBC but imposes no responsibility on the building official.  
 
Chief patron: Webert 
  
Local tax and regulatory incentives; green development zones. Authorizes localities to create green 
development zones that provide certain tax incentives and regulatory flexibility for up to 10 years to a business 
operating in an energy-efficient building or to a business that produces products used to reduce negative impact on 
the environment. 

 
 
HB 1587 Status- Signed into Law by the Governor 
 
Oppose or no opposition if modified to allow owner and applicant to FOIA- This would prevent us 
from providing a builder or home owner a copy of their approved plan if it were lost. This appears to be 
putting us in the middle of the copy right battle.  
 
Chief patron: Campbell 
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Uniform Statewide Building Code; security of certain records. Provides that information contained in engineering 

and construction drawings and plans for any single-family residential dwelling submitted for the purpose of complying 

with the Uniform Statewide Building Code (§ 36-97 et seq.) or the Statewide Fire Prevention Code (§ 27-94 et seq.) 

shall be confidential and shall not be subject to disclosure under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act (§ 2.2-3700 

et seq.). 

 

HB 1824 Status- Stricken from Docket 
 
No Position 
 
Chief patron: LaRock 
 
Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation; deregulation of interior designers, landscape 
architects, and polygraph examiners. Eliminates the requirements for licensure of landscape architects and 
polygraph examiners and certification of interior designers. The bill contains numerous technical amendments to 
accomplish the deregulation of these professions. 
 
 

HB 1860 Status- Died in House Committee 
 
No Position- This bill prescribes the Water Control Board promulgate regulations for tank construction. 
USBC section 414.6.2 already provides that WCB regulations are incorporated into the USBC so 
coordination should be good. 
 
Chief patron: Lopez 
 
Aboveground storage tanks; fund; civil and criminal penalties. Directs the State Water Control Board (the 
Board) to regulate aboveground storage tanks that measure more than 5,000 gallons in capacity and are used to 
contain dangerous substances other than oil. The bill directs the Board to adopt regulations that establish 
construction standards, requirements for registration, certification, and inspection, and other requirements of tank 
owners and establish a schedule of fees. The bill authorizes the Board to require the owner to undertake corrective 
action, or to undertake its own corrective action, in the event of a release of a regulated substance. The bill requires 
tank owners to register their tanks, develop release response plans, upgrade certain older tanks, install containment 
infrastructure for certain tanks, notify certain parties in the event of a release of a regulated substance, and 
demonstrate their financial responsibility. The bill also creates the Aboveground Storage Tank Fund and provides for 
civil and criminal penalties for violations of requirements of the bill. 
 
 
HB 1936 Status- Signed into Law by the Governor 
 
No Position-  
 
Chief patron: Carr 
 
Derelict and blighted buildings; land banks; receivership. Authorizes a locality to petition the circuit court to 
appoint a land bank entity to act as a receiver in certain limited circumstances to repair derelict and blighted buildings 
that contains residential dwelling units. 

 
HB 1979 Status- Signed into Law by the Governor 
SB 1193 Status- Signed into Law by the Governor 
 
No Position-  
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Chief patron: Peace (1979), Stuart (1193) 
 
Board for Contractors; Class D registration; responsibility for contracting with unlicensed or unregistered 
person. Defines a Class D contractor and requires a Class D contractor to be registered by the Board for 
Contractors. The bill also (i) provides that any contractor who directly employs, or otherwise contracts with, a person 
who is not licensed or registered by the Board for Contractors for work requiring a contractor's license or registration 
shall be solely responsible for any monetary penalty or other sanction resulting from employing or contracting with an 
unlicensed or unregistered person based upon such person's failure to obtain or maintain the required license or 
registration; (ii) requires the Board for Contractors to adopt regulations implementing these provisions on or before 
October 1, 2017; and (iii) provides that the initial regulations of the Board for Contractors are exempt from the 
provisions of the Administrative Process Act but that any subsequent modification to such regulations shall comply 
with the Administrative Process Act. 

 
HB 2203 Status- Signed into Law by the Governor  
SB 1123 Status- Signed into Law by the Governor 
 
No opposition to the HB 2203 substitute as a title 1 request for DHCD to consider the issue or the 
SB1123 substitute that does not reference the USBC. We do not oppose the original bill but have 
been working to keep amendments from referencing the USBC. We have offered to facilitate interested 
parties with getting involved in the code update process. The substitute asks DHCD to consider amending 
the notice process to residents of mobile home parks regarding violations cited to the mobile home park 
owner.  
 
Chief patron: HB2203 Torian, SB1123 McPike 

 
Manufactured Home Lot Rental Act; notice to tenant of building code violation; renewal of lease. Requires a 
manufactured home park operator (the landlord) to provide written notification to each year-round resident whose 
rental agreement is subject to automatic renewal of any violations that have been cited by the locality involving the 
failure of the park operator to comply with the obligations imposed by the Manufactured Home Lot Rental Act (§ 55-
248.41 et seq.) at least 60 days before the termination date of the rental agreement. If the violations cited by the 
locality have not been corrected within 30 days of the termination date, the automatic renewal provision of the Act 
shall not apply. Additionally, the bill provides that if the landlord fails to provide the required notice, the tenant shall 
have the right to terminate the rental agreement upon written notice to the landlord at least five business days prior to 
the effective date of termination. The bill states that if the tenant terminates the rental agreement, the landlord shall 
make disposition of the tenant's security deposit in accordance with law or the provisions of the rental agreement, 
whichever is applicable. 
 
HB 2335 Status- Died in the full House 
 
Support-  
 
Chief patron: Watts 

 
Board for Contractors; unlicensed activity; penalty. Provides that, in addition to existing penalties for unlicensed 
activity, any second or subsequent violation by any person who undertakes work without a valid Virginia contractor's 
license or certificate when a license or certificate is required shall constitute a Class 6 felony. 
 
HB 2477 Status- Signed into Law by the Governor 
 
No Position-  
 
Chief patron: Orrack 
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Department of Health to take steps to eliminate site evaluation and design services for onsite sewage 
systems and private wells. Directs the Department of Health to take certain steps to eliminate site evaluation and 
design services for onsite sewage systems and private wells provided by the Department. 
 
 
HJ 705 Status- Died in House committee 
 
No Position 
 
Chief patron: Yancey 

 
Encouraging localities to develop a more uniform and streamlined permitting process. Expresses the sense of 
the General Assembly that localities be encouraged to develop a more uniform and streamlined permitting process. 
Such an effort would benefit from having the Virginia Association of Counties and the Virginia Municipal League take 
the lead in developing a model application and permitting process while utilizing the best practices from localities 
throughout the Commonwealth. 

 
 
SB 812 Status- Governor’s amendments enacted 
 
No Opposition with amendments we negotiated- B. If a home inspector observes the presence of any shade 
of yellow corrugated stainless steel tubing during a home inspection in a home that was built prior to the adoption 
of the 2006 Virginia Construction Code, effective May 1, 2008, he shall include that observation in the report along 
with the following statement: "Manufacturers believe that this product is safer if properly bonded as required by 
the manufacturer's installation instructions. Proper bonding of the product should be determined by a contractor 
licensed to perform the work in the Commonwealth of Virginia." 
 
Chief patron: Marsden 
  
Board for Asbestos, Lead, and Home Inspectors; home inspections; required statement related to the 
presence of yellow shaded corrugated stainless steel tubing. Provides that whenever a home inspector observes 
the presence of any shade of yellow shaded corrugated stainless steel tubing during a home inspection, his 
observation must be included in the inspection report along with the following statement: "Manufacturers believe that 
this product is safer if properly bonded and grounded as required by the manufacturer's installation instructions. 
Proper bonding and grounding of the product can only be determined by a licensed electrical contractor." 
 

 
SB 919 Status- Signed into Law by the Governor 
 
Support- This originally provided an accelerated path for a locality to remove a dangerous building, under 
title 15 authority to remove buildings, with involvement from the building official. The bill was amended to 
remove the accelerated path and include the cost of removing buildings per the USBC to the same level 
as tax liens for collection. 
 
Chief patron: Edwards 
  
Removal of blight; building collapse; emergency. Authorizes localities to immediately remove, repair, or secure 
any building in the event that an emergency is deemed to exist, as certified in writing by the local building code 
official, without complying with prescribed notice requirements. 
 
 

SB 920 Status- Signed into Law by the Governor 
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Support- This makes it clear that a lien for removed buildings is of as high a priority as tax liens.  
 
Chief patron: Edwards 
  
Lien priority. Inserts "real estate" in several places related to the priority of tax liens so that the operative language 
now reads "on a parity with liens for unpaid local real estate taxes. 
 
 

SB 964 Status- Signed into Law by the Governor 
 
No Position- May be of interest to those that enforce zoning ordinances. 
 
Chief patron: Hanger 
  
Running bamboo; cutting by localities; ordinance prohibiting spread; designation of certain plants as 
noxious weeds. Authorizes any locality to adopt ordinances requiring proper upkeep of running bamboo and 
prohibiting the spread of running bamboo from a landowner's property, with violations punishable by a civil penalty of 
$50. The bill includes running bamboo in the "other foreign growth" that current law allows localities to regulate and in 
some cases to cut. The bill also directs the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) and the Department 
of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS) to develop a model running bamboo ordinance and, with the 
Department of Forestry, to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding that clarifies the roles of the VDACS noxious 
weeds regulations and the work of the Virginia Invasive Species Working Group. Finally, the bill directs VDACS and 
DCR to examine the eligibility of certain plants for designation as noxious weeds 
 
 

SB 980 Status- Died in Senate Committee 
 
No Position- The perennial consumer fireworks bill. 
 
Chief patron: Stanley 
  
Statewide Fire Prevention Code; State Fire Marshal; consumer fireworks; penalties. Authorizes the use of 
consumer fireworks in the Commonwealth and distinguishes by definition consumer fireworks from display fireworks 
and permissible fireworks. The bill defines "consumer fireworks" as small fireworks devices (i) containing restricted 
amounts of pyrotechnic composition designed primarily to produce visible or audible effects by combustion and (ii) 
complying with certain federal regulations regarding composition and labeling. The bill also provides that the storage 
and transportation of consumer fireworks are to be considered the same hazard class as the storage and 
transportation of 1.4G explosives under the Statewide Fire Prevention Code (SFPC) and Uniform Statewide Building 
Code. The bill excludes from the provisions of the SFPC, unless prohibited by a local ordinance, (a) the sale of 
permissible or consumer fireworks; (b) any person using, igniting, or exploding permissible or consumer fireworks on 
residential or agricultural property with the consent of the owner of such property; or (c) such permissible or 
consumer fireworks when they are being transported from a locality where they were legally obtained to a locality 
where they are legally permitted. Current law only excludes sale of permissible fireworks or the use of such fireworks 
on private property. The bill also creates a 12 percent tax on the purchase of all consumer fireworks to be paid to the 
locality in which the tax was collected for the support of fire and rescue services. The bill has a delayed effective date 
of January 1, 2018. The bill contains technical amendments. 
 
 

SB 1365 Status- Died in Senate Committee 
 
Oppose- This bill attempts to move promulgation of the SFPC from the Board of Housing to the Fire 
Services Board. 
 
Chief patron: Edwards 
 
Statewide Fire Prevention Code; authority of the Virginia Fire Services Board; fees for school inspections. 
Transfers primary authority for the adoption of the Statewide Fire Prevention Code from the Board of Housing and 
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Community Development to the Virginia Fire Services Board. The bill also removes the prohibition against the State 
Fire Marshal's charging fees for school inspections. The bill contains technical amendments. 

 
SB 1411 Status- Died in Senate Committee 
 
No position-  
 
Chief patron: Suetterlein 
 
Statewide Fire Prevention Code; State Fire Marshal; consumer fireworks; penalties. Authorizes the use of 
consumer fireworks in the Commonwealth and distinguishes by definition consumer fireworks from display fireworks 
and permissible fireworks. The bill defines "consumer fireworks" as small fireworks devices (i) containing restricted 
amounts of pyrotechnic composition designed primarily to produce visible or audible effects by combustion and (ii) 
complying with certain federal regulations regarding composition and labeling. The bill also provides that the storage 
and transportation of consumer fireworks are to be considered the same hazard class as the storage and 
transportation of 1.4G explosives under the Statewide Fire Prevention Code (SFPC) and Uniform Statewide Building 
Code. The bill excludes from the provisions of the SFPC, unless prohibited by a local ordinance, (a) the sale of 
permissible or consumer fireworks; (b) any person using, igniting, or exploding permissible or consumer fireworks on 
residential or agricultural property with the consent of the owner of such property; or (c) such permissible or 
consumer fireworks when they are being transported from a locality where they were legally obtained to a locality 
where they are legally permitted. Current law only excludes sale of permissible fireworks or the use of such fireworks 
on private property. The bill has a delayed effective date of January 1, 2018. The bill contains technical amendments. 
 

SB 1433 Status- Died in Senate Committee 
 
Oppose to lines 124-131- Opposition is to the provisions of the bill that legislate building code matters. 
We are working with the lobbyist to resolve our issues. 
 
Chief patron: Reeves 
 
Regulation of the sale of consumer fireworks; Board of Housing and Community Development; criminal and 
civil penalties. Authorizes a person to sell consumer fireworks if he possesses a federal permit to sell fireworks, a 
permit issued by the Board of Housing and Community Development, and a local permit, if and as required by the 
locality where the sales facility is located. The measure directs the Board to establish requirements and establish a 
process for the issuance and renewal of permits for the sale of consumer fireworks. A permittee is required to carry, 
with respect to each permitted facility, public liability and product liability insurance with minimum limits of $5 million to 
cover the losses, damages, or injuries that might ensue to persons or property as a result of the sales of consumer 
fireworks. The measure specifies certain requirements for facilities at which consumer fireworks are permitted to be 
sold, including prohibitions on an individual under 18 years of age (i) being admitted into any consumer fireworks 
retail sales facility unless accompanied by a parent, guardian, or responsible adult or (ii) working in any consumer 
fireworks retail sales facility. The measure prohibits a person from, among other acts, (a) selling consumer fireworks 
within the Commonwealth unless he is a permittee or an employee or agent of a permittee; (b) selling consumer 
fireworks from a place other than a permanent consumer fireworks retail sales facility; (c) selling consumer fireworks 
to an individual who appears to be under the influence of alcohol or drugs; (d) knowingly selling or otherwise 
furnishing consumer fireworks to an individual under 18 years of age; (e) purchasing, using, or possessing consumer 
fireworks if the individual is under 18 years of age; or (f) selling or storing fireworks that are not consumer fireworks 
as defined in a standard established by the American Pyrotechnics Association. Certain violations are punishable as 
a Class 1 misdemeanor. A person violating restrictions on the hours during which, or places where, consumer 
fireworks may be used is subject to a civil penalty not to exceed $150 per violation. 
 
 

SB 1497 Status- Signed into Law by the Governor 
 
No position-  
 
Chief patron: Carrico 
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Manufactured home; definition. Excludes a park model recreation vehicle from the definition of "manufactured 
home" and defines a park model recreational vehicle as a vehicle that is (i) designed and marketed as temporary 
living quarters for recreational, camping, travel, or seasonal use; (ii) not permanently affixed to real property for use 
as a permanent dwelling; (iii) built on a single chassis mounted on wheels with a gross trailer area not exceeding 400 
square feet in the setup mode; and (iv) certified by the manufacturer as complying with the American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI) A119.5 Park Model Recreational Vehicle Standard. 
 

 
SB 1515 Status- Died in Senate committee, the committee will send a letter to the 
Disability Commission to study the issue. 
 
No position- This is a bill from a VA Beach activist that has been trying to get VA Beach to require retrofit 
of accessible door hardware. 
 
Chief patron: Wagner 

 
Existing buildings; manual entry door hardware. Authorizes a locality to require property owners by ordinance to 
install manual entry door hardware in any building located in its jurisdiction where such fitting is affordable and readily 
achievable. The bill excludes historic buildings. 
 
 

SB 1578 Status- Signed into Law by the Governor 
 
No position-  
 
Chief patron: Norment 

 
Short-term rental of property. Authorizes a locality to adopt an ordinance requiring the registration of persons 
offering property for short-term rental. The bill defines "short-term rental" as the provision of a room or space suitable 
for sleeping or lodging for less than 30 consecutive days. Persons and entities already licensed related to the rental 
or management of property by the Board of Health, the Real Estate Board, or a locality would not be required to 
register. The bill authorizes localities to impose fees and penalties on persons who violate the registry ordinance or 
who offer short-term rentals that have multiple violations of state or federal laws or ordinances, including those 
related to alcoholic beverage control. The bill amends the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Act to clarify that certain 
property rented on a short-term basis is considered a bed and breakfast establishment for purposes of ABC licensing 
and that the exception from ABC licensing for serving alcoholic beverages to guests in a residence does not apply if 
the guest is a short-term lessee of the residence. 

 
 
SB 1579 Status- Incorporated into SB1578 
 
No position-  
 
Chief patron: Stanley 

 
Short-term rental of property. Affirms the rights of localities to regulate the short-term rental of property, defined as 
the provision of space suitable for sleeping or lodging for fewer than 30 days. If a locality allows short-term rentals, 
the locality shall require that the person offering property for rental notify adjacent landowners in writing, obtain local 
permission to offer the property for rental, and carry a minimum of $500,000 of commercial premises liability 
insurance. If a locality prohibits short-term rentals, any person or entity, including an online hosting platform, that 
advertises the availability of a short-term rental in the locality shall be subject to a $10,000 fine per violation. 



 
 

  
Date:  April 25, 2017 
 
To:  VBCOA Board of Directors  
 
From:  Michelle Coward, Chair Membership Committee 
 
Subject: Membership Report   
 
 

 End of 2016 we had 1101 members on the roster.  
 

 To date for 2017 - 988 members have renewed their membership.  
 

 2ND request for membership renewal has been sent. 
 

 I reached out to the Region Membership Chairs to ask the following : 
 

o Region attendance at meetings 
o Events that have been help/participated in to promote VBCOA 
o Upcoming scheduled events, and 
o Ideas and suggestions to help increase membership  

 
 I only received one response back from Region V so kudo’s to Paula Johnson. 
 

 Requesting that Region Chairs ensure that the person appointed as chair for the 
membership committee make contact with me.   



    

   PERMIT TECHNICIAN COMMITTEE REPORT 

           Board of Directors Meeting April 30, 2017 

We were unable to have our conference call that was scheduled for March 10, 

2017 due to a family emergency.  The next scheduled conference call is May 12, 

2017.  

The spring/summer Permit Tech Committee newsletter was sent out to the region 

reps to include a retraction on page 3 of the newsletter.  I have attached an 

updated copy with this report and updated the Permit Tech Committee page. 

The Permit Tech Committee is seeking support for the proposed code 

change/addition from members of the VBCOA Board of Directors.  The draft 

language is attached for your consideration. 

 

Respectfully, 

Debra K. McMahon and Paula Fristoe 

 Co-Chairs Permit Technician Committee 

 



Important 
Information 
Spring/Summer 

 

Membership:  

See address below or 
contact your re-
gion representa-
tive  

http://vbcoa.org/about/
committees/
permit-
technicians/ 

Permit Tech Committee 
conference call 
dates: 

 May 12, 2017 

 July 14, 2017 

September 8, 2017 

at 2:00 pm. 

 (712) 432-6100 

Participant Pin # 
136703 

 

 

 

  

The Permit Tech Committee has had 
some changes. 

The co-chair, Gwen Hanock has 
stepped down and Paula Fristoe has 
volunteered to become the new co-
chair.   

The Committee provided the VBCOA 
Permit Technician training class in 
January in Region IV.  From that 
class I am aware of three individuals 
who went ahead and took the ICC 
Permit Tech Certification test and 
received their certification.  

 

I would like to share a portion of a 
thank you that I received from one 
of those individuals.  

  

VBCOA Permit Technician  
           Committee 
 



Please see email below: 

 

   
I wanted to let you know that I took my  ICC Permit Tech test on the 17th and I passed!!   

 

Finding time to study was a struggle with my ridiculous schedule, but I managed to famil-
iarize myself with my books for an hour here and there over several weeks and was a lit-
tle nervous about taking it due to my lack of study time.  But, thanks to your advice, I 
passed. 

 

 First thing I did was go through the entire test answering every question.  Those I felt 
100% sure about, I did not flag.  Those I had any doubt about, I flagged.  I then had al-
most an hour of time for the review of the flagged questions.  While looking up some 
questions, I would run across the answer to others I had flagged.  I went through all I had 
flagged and got to go through some more difficult flagged question for a third round.   

 

I would say for me the most difficult or confusing questions, was the plat of a subdivision 
that asked setback questions etc from the Zoning book.  It took me a few minutes to un-
derstand my plat and how it corresponded to the Zoning books  different districts .  But, I 
managed to get it on my second go around.   

 

To say the least I am very proud.  I will now have to go to the Permit Tech Class and the 
Core because my classes from 10 years ago are not sufficient.  I plan to do that and get 
my Virginia Certification. 

 

Thank you so much for the class you and your encouragement. 

 

Permit Tech Committee 
 
Spring/Summer 2017 



    Proposed Code Addition to define 

 Permit Technicians duties and require the certification. 

 

Please see the below wording: 

 

 Previous proposed code change:  DRAFT 

 

Definitions-Section 202 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANT. Any person employed by or under an extended contract to 

a local building department or local enforcing agency for enforcing the USBC, including 

but not limited to inspectors, plan reviewers and individuals who review, process and is-

sue building or trade permits. For the purpose of this definition, an extended contract 

shall be a contract with an aggregate term of 18 months or longer. 

 

105.2.1 Qualifications of technical assistants. 

A technical assistant shall have at least three years of experience and general knowledge 

in at least one of the following areas: building construction or building construction con-

ceptual processes, building, fire or housing inspections; plumbing, electrical or mechani-

cal trades; or fire protection, elevator or property maintenance work.  Any combination 

of education and experience that would confer equivalent knowledge and ability shall be 

deemed to satisfy this requirement.  The locality may establish additional qualification 

requirements.  

 

 

Permit Tech Committee 
 
Spring/Summer 2017 



Highlights: 

 

Jada Black is now the Web Master for VBCOA.  

 

Welcome Paula Fristoe. 

 

Upcoming: 

 

VBCOA Mid-year Conference April 30-May 1, 2017 

 

We are looking for ideas for up coming training supporting 
permit technicians. 

 

Looking for a venue for a meet and greet of all interested in 
the Permit Tech Committee to meet and brainstorm ideas! 

 

      

Your VBCOA Permit Tech Committee Co-Chairs, 

Debby McMahon and Paula Fristoe  
 

 

 

Permit Tech Committee 
 
Spring/Summer 2017 



PMG Committee Report for VBCOA BOD Meeting (April 30, 2017) 
 
Currently we have two code changes submitted and were recommended for “Consensus 
for Approval”  
 
1). Dryer Venting (CTM-504.8.2 cdVA-15) 
This change addresses language in all three I Codes (IMC, IFGC & the IRC) Wording 
was removed addressing securing duct with fasteners (not more than 1/8”) and supporting 
the duct at 4 foot intervals. 
 
2). Radiation Dampers (CTM-607.6.2.2 cdpVA-15) 
This is a new requirement (IMC) (Equipment shut down) The fire performance measured 
by ANSI/UL 263 is based upon the assumption that air movement will be effectively 
stopped at the start of a fire. 
This change is also being proposed under the IBC, Chapter 7. The Proposal has not been 
submitted at this time 
 
3) Vertical Conductors and leaders (VPC 1106.2, 1106.3 &1106.6) (Not submitted at this 
time. Reviewing document before submission) 
This code changes the 2015 IPC language from sizing roof drains to the flow rates of the 
drain manufactures back to the 2012 language of sizing roof drains per area of roof, 
rainfall and sizes of the vertical/horizontal drainpipes. 
 
Attachments  
      



CTM-607.6.2.2 cdpVA-15

CTM-607.6.2.2 cdpVA-15
Proponent : Thomas Clark, Representing VPMIA & VBCOA PMG Committee
(tdclark@pwcgov.org)
2015 International Mechanical Code

607.6.2.2 Equipment shutdown. Where ceiling radiation dampers are listed as
static dampers, the HVAC equipment shall be effectively shut down to stop the airflow
prior to the damper closing using one of the following methods.

 1. A duct detector installed in the return duct.
 2. An area smoke detector interlocked with the HVAC equipment.
 3. A listed heat sensor installed in the return duct.

Reason: The fire performance measured by ANSI/UL 263 is  based upon the assumption that air
movement will be effectivelt stopped at the start of a fire.  See the attached guidelines for further
information:
Attachment 1 
Attachment 2

Cost Impact: Cost is  based on method of shut down used.

Workgroup Recommendation
Workgroup 4 Recommendation Recommendation: Consensus for Approval

Workgroup 4 Reason: concensus for approval 

Board Decision
None

https://va.cdpaccess.com/proposal/fileupload/get/113
https://va.cdpaccess.com/proposal/fileupload/get/114


CTM-504.8.2 cdVA-15
Proponent : Thomas Clark, Representing VPMIA & VBCOA PMG Committee
(tdclark@pwcgov.org)
2015 International Mechanical Code

504.8.2 Duct installation. Exhaust ducts shall be supported at 4-foot (1219 mm)
intervals and secured in place. The insert end of the duct shall extend into the adjoining
duct or fitting in the direction of airflow. Ducts shall not be joined with screws or similar
fasteners that protrude more than 1/ 8 inch (3.2 mm) into the inside of the duct.

2015 International Fuel Gas Code

[M] 614.8.2 Duct installation. Exhaust ducts shall be supported at 4-foot (1219
mm) intervals and secured in place. The insert end of the duct shall extend into the
adjoining duct or fitting in the direction of airflow. Ducts shall not be joined with screws
or similar fasteners that protrude more than 1/ 8 inch (3.2 mm) into the inside of the
duct.

2015 International Residential Code

M1502.4.2 Duct installation. Exhaust ducts shall be supported at intervals not to
exceed 12 4 feet (3658 1219 mm) intervals and shall be secured in place. The insert
end of the duct shall extend into the adjoining duct or fitting in the direction of airflow.
Exhaust duct joints shall be sealed in accordance with Section M1601.4.1 and shall be
mechanically fastened. Ducts shall not be joined with screws or similar fasteners that
protrude more than 1 /8 inch (3.2 mm) into the inside of the duct.

G2439.7.2 (614.8.2) Duct installation. Exhaust ducts shall be supported at 4-foot
(1219 mm) intervals and secured in place. The insert end of the duct shall extend into
the adjoining duct or fitting in the direction of airflow. Ducts shall not be joined with
screws or similar fasteners that protrude more than 1 /8 inch (3.2 mm) into the inside of
the duct.

Reason: The addition of screws or other fastners would cause lint to be trapped and cause dryer
vent fires.
 
DHCD Staff Note: Staff combined four proposals  into one as all were making the same change to
different codes.  The proponent was also changing the support length in the IRC mechanical
provis ion from 12 feet to 4 feet.

Cost Impact: There is  a cost savings for the installer of not having to secure venting and
removing the fasteners for inspection purposes.



CTM-504.8.2 cdVA-15

Workgroup Recommendation
Workgroup 4 Recommendation Recommendation: Consensus for Approval

Workgroup 4 Reason: None 

Workgroup 3 Recommendation Recommendation: Consensus for Approval

Workgroup 3 Reason: None 

Board Decision
None



M-602.2.1 cdpVA-15

M-602.2.1 cdpVA-15
Proponent : Earl Weaver, Representing Property Maintenance Committee
(earl.weaver@richmondgov.com)
2012 Virginia Maintenance Code

Add a new section to the 2015 VMC proposed regulations to read as follows:

602.2.1 Prohibited use. In dwelling units subject to Section 602.2, one or more
portable unvented room heaters shall not be used as the sole source of comfort heat in
a dwelling unit.
Reason: The reason for this  proposal is  unvented room heaters can alos include electric
baseboard heating.  The committee would like unvented heating to be defined as portable. 

Cost Impact: No cost.

Workgroup Recommendation
Workgroup 2 Recommendation: None 

Workgroup 2 Reason: None 

Board Decision
None



M-505.4 cdpVA-15

M-505.4 cdpVA-15
Proponent : Earl Weaver (earl.weaver@richmondgov.com)
2012 Virginia Maintenance Code

Further amend Section 505.4 of the IPMC as published in the 2015 VMC proposed
regulations to read as follows (further amendments are shown between brackets):

505.4 Water heating facilities. Water heating facilities shall be maintained.
Combination temperature and pressure-relief valves and relief valve discharge pipes
shall be maintained on water heaters. [ Water heating facilities and combination
termperature and pressure-relief valves shall be maintained on water heaters to
produce a minimum termperature of 110°F (43°C. ]

Reason: The resaon behind the suggestion is  because through discussion the Property
Maintenance  Committee decided that the lack of the minimum temperature was detrimental to
the enforcement of the code, and it should be put back in the code section. 

Cost Impact: no cost

Workgroup Recommendation
Workgroup 2 Recommendation: None 

Workgroup 2 Reason: None 

Board Decision
None



The PIC received five Region of the Year applications this year. After careful consideration, Region I was 
recognized as Region of the Year and Region VI was recognized as Merit Region. The PIC wishes to 
express their sincere gratitude to everyone who worked on these applications. It was truly an honor to 
be a part of such a tremendous organization! 
 
As a result of information gathered from all of the ROY applications, the PIC submitted our application to 
ICC for Chapter of the Year.  
 
Regards,  
 
Tom Coghill, CBO, CFM 
Building Safety and Permits Director 

 

 
 

101 Mounts Bay Road, Bldg. E 
Williamsburg, VA 23185 
P: 757-253-6628 
Front Desk: 757-253-6626 
jamescitycountyva.gov 

 



 
 

Virginia Rehabilitation Code Committee Report 
Board of Directors Meeting 

April 2017 
 

To: VBCOA Board of Directors 
From: Allison Cook, Chair 
Subject: Rehabilitation Code Committee Report 
 
Virginia Code Change 

The committee has vetted over 30 code change proposals. At the most recent workgroup session, there 

were 20 code change proposals for the Virginia Rehabilitation Code heard,17 of which were vetted by 

the committee. Of those, 13 proposals received consensus for approval. The committee has discussed 

outstanding items and agreed to continue to work on the flood hazard and smoke alarm code changes.  

The committee has vetted an extensive re-write of the change of occupancy chapter (chapter 10) to 

incorporate the various separate proposals referenced in the July 2016 report.  

The committee is meeting on May 10th to discuss work on incorporating the majority of these proposals 

into a comprehensive re-write for formatting clarification. This was a goal we initially did not think 

would be possible within this code change phase but we are hopeful that we will be able to submit the 

change prior to the May 26th deadline.  

 

ICC Code Change 

The committee has set one of the major goals for 2017/2018 to submit the code changes accepted at 

the Virginia level to ICC for the International Existing Building Code. It was evident at the most recent ICC 

hearings that Virginia can play a major role in influencing this code at the national level. If this is 

achieved there will be less of a need for code changes at the state level in the future. 

 

Meetings 

The committee has a standing conference call meeting the second Wednesday of every month. 

Additional meetings have been scheduled based on specific needs such the workgroups feedback. 

The phone number for the conference calls is (641) 715-0700, with access code: 884698 

 

 



 
 

 

Virginia Rehabilitation Code Committee  
2017 Meeting Schedule 

Date Time Location Topics 

4/12/2017 2:00 – 3:00 pm Conference 
Call 

workgroup discussion 

5/10/2017 10:00 am – 3:00 pm 3200 Norfolk 
Street, 
Richmond 

Rewrite discussion and any outstanding 
proposals since the deadline for proposal in 
May 26th 

6/14/2017 2:00 – 3:00 pm Conference 
Call 

workgroup discussion 

7/12/2017 2:00 – 3:00 pm Conference 
Call 

TBD 

8/9/2017 
 

2:00 – 3:00 pm Conference 
Call 

TBD 

8/22/2017 2:00 – 3:00 pm Conference 
Call 

DHCD workgroup discussion 

9/13/2017 2:00 – 3:00 pm Conference 
Call 

ICC Code Change for 2018/2019 cycle, changes 
due January 7, 2019 

10/11/2017 2:00 – 3:00 pm Conference 
Call 

TBD 

11/8/2017 2:00 – 3:00 pm Conference 
Call 

TBD 

12/13/2017 2:00 – 3:00 pm Conference 
Call 

2018 Committee Goals 

 

Additional Information 

The Rehabilitation Code Committee is seeking participation and input from more members, and 

specifically from Fire Services. The efforts for ICC code  



 

WEBMASTER REPORT 

April 5, 2017 

 

 
Webmaster: Jada Black (absent)  

           James Moss (liaison) 

 

 

Developments to Date:  

 

 Updates to current events continue to be made, request for Region Chairs to 

visit their VBCOA webpage to confirm current information is accurate. Please 

notify webmaster of any changes. 

 HSTTP parent page still needs articles, pictures, etc. for completion.   Please send 

any newsworthy information and updates 

 New website remains in development stages  

 

Website Analytics: 

 

 13 new users from last quarter and 6 new topics   

   

 543 Users 

 43 Forums 

 216 Topics 

 

 

Respectfully, 

Jada C. Black 

 



 

President:   Officers: 

David C. Beahm  Gregg Fields 

    Pete Mensinger  

Executive Director:  Jimmy Moss 

Mary Jo Fields 

 

   

VBCOA Director of Regulatory Compliance: Sean P. Farrell 

 Board of Housing and Community Development 

& Fire Services Board 

 

The Board of Housing and Community Development met only since the last VBCOA Board 

meeting: March 20, 2017 

 

 2015 Code Change Cycle:  

o Proposed regulations approved by the BHCD in Phase 1 were published in the VA 

Register on February 20, 2017.  

o Final phase and workgroup sessions are underway. One session for groups 1-4 and 

one session for SFPC have been completed; more are planned through August – see 

DHCD website for schedule. 

o May 15th is the Public Hearing before the Joint BHCD and FSB for all regulatory 

documents. 

o May 26th is the deadline for submitting code change proposals for the 2015 cycle.  

 The BHCD received a presentations and refresher information regarding the following 

subjects: 

o FOIA as it relates to meetings. DHCD is developing policy guidance for the BHCD 

regarding attendance to workgroup sessions.  

o The 5 year consolidated plan (addresses housing, homelessness, and Community 

development needs in VA). 

o The Virginia Enterprise Zone Program 

o The 2017 Legislative session regarding bills that will influence our work. 

 

The Fire Services Board met only once since the Last VBCOA Board meeting: February 23, 2017 

 VDFP is creating a “statistics” page on their website to offer a robust search and report 
feature for incident data across the Commonwealth. The Incident Report form/process is 
also being looked at to ensure it has all data fields that are critical to being able to use the 
new tool effectively. 

 VDFP has reformatted their stakeholder needs assessment feedback tool to address 
current focus areas. 

 VDFP is now publishing an annual report…new…feedback to the agency is requested. 



 VDFP book store is closing and will no longer be offering products for sale. 

 Education and Training Committee 
o 1031 and 1033 Inspector programs have been temporarily taken offline to work 

on updating content and delivery. Stakeholders did express some concerns 
regarding this undertaking and the time to complete; therefore, a motion was 
made and carried to implement a contingency plan in the event the initiative was 
not completed in time 

o There was a request to update the 5 year training plan 

 Fire Prevention and Control Committee 
o 2016 fire fatalities: 69 
o 2017 fire fatalities: 14 
o State FM is looking to re-energize discussions on mandating sprinklers in IRC 

structures 
o Codes and Standards Committee 

 Met 3-4 times since previous VBCOA meeting 
 Developing separate proposal(s) to address removing unenforceable 

language 
 Completed and voted on first 5 chapters; submitted into cdpVA; working 

on 6-10 currently 
 Brought forward first 5 chapters to the Board for a vote: Motion carried 

with 1 opposing vote 
o There was a request to update the 2013 Fire Prevention Plan 

 Administration, Policy and Finance Committee 
o The Live Fire Service Training Structure Grant Program (formerly Building) was 

updated to include a new prototype building which facilitated several “on hold” 
grant applications to be kicked loose for commencement 

 There were undecided discussions on the creation of a new committee for Technology 

 Next meeting is sometime in June and was proposed to be located in Petersburg. Details 

TBD 



April 30, 2017 

 

 

 

 

VBCOA Board of Directors: 

 

As a result of action by the General Assembly and subsequent approval by the Governor, several 

changes in the contractors regulations will be forthcoming.  A proposal to create the Class D 

registration did not survive, however, the monetary threshold for holding a license will be raised 

from $1,000 to $2,500 under certain circumstances.  Licensed commercial and residential 

building contractors will be permitted to hire unlicensed subcontractors provided the work is 

within the scope of the CBC or RBC license and provided the total payment does not exceed 

$2,500.  This does not apply to work involving a trade for which an individual license is required 

such as electrical, plumbing, mechanical, etc.   Membership on the Board for Contractors has 

been increased to 16 with the addition of a professional engineer.  Another piece of successful 

legislation provides an option to post a surety bond in lieu of providing a financial statement to 

demonstrate financial responsibility for new and renewing Class A and Class B contractors.  

These will become effective July 1.  The amendment involving the surety bond option prompted 

withdrawal of proposed regulations intended to improve application integrity.  Part of that 

proposal involved raising the standard of verifying net worth and would be in conflict with the 

statute.  Revisions to incorporate the language of the statute will be made and another package 

will be forthcoming. 

 

 

 

Regulatory action in progress includes: 

 

REGULATION STAGE DESCRIPTION 

Contractors Proposed Creation of a specialty license class for contractors performing 

remediation of former methamphetamine property.  This 

prompted by legislation from the 2016 General Assembly. 

Contractors Final Extension of the temporary reduction of contractor renewal and 

reinstatement fees.  This will extend the reduction another 2 years 

through August 31, 2019. 

 

 

The Board for Asbestos, Lead and Home Inspectors has taken a phased approach to 

implementing the required licensure for home inspectors and new residential structure specialty 

endorsement.  Mandatory licensing by the Board for home inspectors becomes effective on July 

1 as does the requirement for a new residential structure (NRS) specialty endorsement if the 

home inspector engages in the inspection of new homes.  Regulations which provide course 

curriculum requirements for applicants seeking approval to provide required pre-licensing, 

continued education and specialty endorsement education became effective 4/17/17 with the 

intent of having approved providers in advance of the July 1 requirement for licensing.  Those 

individuals holding an unexpired home inspector certification as of July 1 will be issued a 



license, however, they must complete a board-approved NRS course and receive the 

endorsement prior to performing a home inspection on a new residential structure for 

compensation. 

 

Please contact me at any time with questions, comments or concerns regarding the Board for 

Contractors. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Michael D. Redifer 



 

 

    
ICC Region VII Report 

Board of Directors Meeting 
Charlottesville, Virginia 

April 30, 2016 
 

ICC Region VII met in Hagerstown, Maryland on February 2-3, 2017 at the Ramada 
Plaza Hotel.  
 

1. The first half of the meeting focused on training provided by the American Wood 
Council. The training topics were on DCA 6 and Tall Wood Structures.  
 

2. The second half of the meeting was the regular meeting which took place Friday 
morning. The Region works on a rotational leadership basis, which means that the 
individual states serve in the capacity of planning and running the meetings. At 
the end of this meeting West Virginia transferred the responsibilities over to 
Delaware (Chad Mix).  
 

a. During the meeting a bylaws change was approved to defining the 
clarification of what is meant by “support” as it pertains to individuals 
running for positions at the ICC level.  
 

b. Discussions lead by Bill Bryant (current ICC Board member) on how to 
make the code development process better.  

 
c. The members were provided highlights report from ICC.  

 
3. The next meeting was set for Thursday and Friday, May 11th and 12th in 

Hagerstown with training to be on Inspection of Fire Resistance Rated Floors, 
Ceilings and Roofs on Thursday and Use of Fire and Smoke Separations on 
Friday. Both are based on the 2015 IBC and each account for 3.0 contact hours.  

 
If you have never been to an ICC Region VII meeting I would encourage you to try and 
attend. The training and networking is invaluable to anyone that wants to excel in this 
profession.  
 
Check out the website at:  http://iccregionvii.org/  

ICC Region VII 
Report 

 



  
 

  
 

International Code Council Government Relations Update – April 2017 
Follow @ICC_GR on Twitter for breaking GR news throughout the month! 

 
Are you ready for 2017 Building Safety Month? Contact Karla Higgs for 2017 ICC BSM posters 

May is 2017 Building Safety Month and ICC would like to provide your Chapter with a complimentary set 
of two Building Safety Month posters. If you are interested in receiving these free posters, please email 
Karla Higgs, Vice President of Membership Services at khiggs@iccsafe.org. Include the name and mailing 
address of the person who should receive the posters.  
 
All the Building Safety Month promotional and educational resources are available at 
www.buildingsafetymonth.org, including step-by-step instructions to organize a community activity, 
obtain resolutions from your mayors, and more. Members may download many of the Building Safety 
Month toolkit items completely free from the website. Members may also purchase printed brochures, 
stickers, pencils and other promotional items from the International Code Council’s online store while 
supplies last.  
 
ICC Chapters are such an important part of this annual initiative. Be sure to email Jacob Karson at 
jkarson@iccsafe.org any photos, news items or information about the Building Safety Month events 
your Chapter sponsors. 
 

NOW OPEN! Primary Representations asked to log in to ICC’s new Electronic Voter Validation Site 
The new, improved International Code Council’s Electronic Voter Validation Site is now open. All Primary 
Representatives of current ICC Governmental Members are urged to access the new site. Simply click 
here and login to validate Governmental Member Voting Representatives, up to the maximum number 
available for your population. Remember: Governmental Member Voting Representatives must be 
validated each year. This year, Voting Representatives must be validated by August 11, 2017, in order to 
vote during the upcoming 2017 Annual Business Meeting in Columbus, Ohio. Should you have any 
questions or need additional information, please contact ICC Member Services at members@iccsafe.org 
or call the Member Services staff at 888-ICC-SAFE (888-422-7233) x33804. 
 

Three tracks offered May 22-26 at ICC’s Training and Certification Summit in Arlington, Texas 
Registrations are rolling in for the popular International Code Council’s (ICC’s) Training and Certification 
Summit on May 22–26 at the University of Texas at Arlington. Held in conjunction with the 25th Building 
Professional Institute’s education program, ICC’s Summit will feature three unique training tracks 
designed to help expand your knowledge on building safety, inspections, leadership and communication 
in the workplace. In addition to training, you will also have the opportunity to take ICC Certification 
exams. Click on the following tracks for complete descriptions and instructor bios: 

Track 1: Leadership Institute 
Track 2: Principles of Building Safety Institute 
Track 3: Residential Building Inspector Certification Academy 

 
Special discount pricing – All International Code Council members will receive special discount pricing to 
attend. The regular price for each 3-day track is $450, but we are offering you and your members the 
opportunity to participate at our ICC Member price of $350. To receive the discount price to attend the 
Summit, click here to Register. And check out the free publications related to tracks 1 and 2. For 
complete details including Summit registration, schedules, ICC Certification exams, pre-event meetings 
and hotel/travel information, visit www.iccsafe.org/TCS. If you have any questions or need additional 
information, please call 888-422-7233, ext. 4333 or send an email to conference@iccsafe.org. 
 



  
 

  
 

ICC-ES issues evaluation report for a shipping container used as a building material for the first time 
ICC-ES has issued its first evaluation report for a shipping container used as a structural building material 
to SG Blocks, Inc. of Nashville, Tenn.  The evaluation report, ESR-3764, addresses the structural steel 
used in the shipping container and the quality control process for selecting shipping containers.  The 
report does not address modifications to the individual containers in an as-built environment.  
 
Quality shipping containers used in maritime commerce are subject to rigorous inspection mandates. 
The report incorporates references to the maritime requirements as a means of establishing quality 
control parameters for use of the containers when they are incorporated for use as a building material.  
Once accepted for use, the containers are subject to the requirements of the applicable code or codes 
used in the jurisdiction. Click here for a video on how you can use ICC-ES’s evaluation reports. 
 
ICC PMG Membership Council offers video library to assist plumbing, mechanical and fuel gas officials 
As part of its goal to serve the needs of plumbing, mechanical and fuel gas officials, the ICC PMG Official 
Membership Council is providing links to videos published by third parties. Products identified in the 
videos have an ICC Evaluation Service report or listing and have been tested in accordance with ICC-ES 
procedures to comply with applicable codes and standards. The service provides easier access to these 
videos for general consumption, and should not be construed as a product endorsement by ICC. Click 
here for more information and to see the videos. 
 

April 10 is the deadline for final comments on 2018 code update process 
Step 1 was completed in obtaining feedback on the 2018 code development process when the surveys 
were received by the Feb. 15 deadline. This information has been compiled into a Summary of Feedback 
Received. The last deadline for comments April 10 seeks opinions on the Summary of Feedback. 
Feedback is presented in a logical flow based on code development steps and is keyed to a 
corresponding number. When providing comments, please cite the feedback number. Submit your 
comments to ICCCodeProcessFeedback@iccsafe.org. 
 

June 1 is the deadline to sign up for 2018/2019 Cycle Code Committees 
With the posting of the Final Action for the 2016 Group B Cycle, the 2018/2019 Code Development 
Schedule is now available. In conjunction with the posting of the 2018/2019 Schedule, a Call for 
Committee for 2018/2019 Cycle code committees and related cycle committees has been issued. The 
application deadline for 2018/2019 Cycle related committees is June 1.  
 

ICC asks McKinley Advisors to administer poll on the value of code officials to communities 
McKinley Advisors, an independent consulting firm, is administering a poll on behalf of the International 
Code Council. Your participation will help the Code Council gather insight on the value of Code Officials 
to the larger community, as well as ways in which you are already promoting the profession. The survey 
should take no longer than 5 minutes to complete and individual responses will be kept confidential. 
You should have been sent the electronic poll by now. If you have any questions or need assistance, 
please contact Candace Vanderpoel, Research Manager at McKinley Advisors, by emailing 
surveys@mckinley-advisors.com. Thank you for your time and insight. 
 

‘When Disaster Strikes Institute’ set for May 4-5 in Columbus, Ohio 
This essential course for all building and code officials and licensed professionals focuses on skills, 
knowledge, and tools to help them become a disaster response inspector. Participants will learn the ICC 
disaster response process, which will enable them to respond to a disaster site prepared to interface 
with the onsite command structure and become a resource in identifying unsafe buildings and 
uninhabitable structures. Participants as disaster responders will be able to respond to a disaster site, 



  
 

  
 

prepare to become a resource to that jurisdiction and to identify buildings in accordance with the ICC, 
ATC and the authority having jurisdiction. Participants will be better able to: 

 Explain the role of the of the National Incident Management System 

 Prepare for mobilization prior to a disaster 

 Execute site mobilization procedures 

 Conduct a site inspection 

 Estimate damage by percentage of structure or by dollars per square foot 

 Post standardized notices and/or alternative notices 

 Communicate with affected persons at the disaster site 
Click here for registration information. The institute is co-sponsored by the Ohio Building Officials 
Association. 
 

Three-day ‘Fire and Life Safety Institute’ to start May 8 in Park City, Utah 
Park City will be the site of the Fire and Life Safety Institute on May 8-10 where participants will receive 
an overview of the fire and life safety requirements of buildings as indicated in the 2015 International 
Building Code® (IBC®). The institute will address critical topics to enhance technical skills, deepen 
understanding and help them gain the necessary knowledge and tools to apply the code effectively 
efficiently and reasonably. The topics that will be covered include building classification, fire protection 
and means of egress. Upon completion, participants will be better able to: 

 Identify and describe the 26 specific occupancy groups established in the 2015 IBC. 

 Identify the characteristics of the nine types of construction set forth in the 2015 IBC. 

 Determine the allowable height and area of a building based upon its occupancy classification, 
type of construction, and special features. 

 Apply the special provisions applicable to mixed-occupancy and unlimited area buildings. 

 Explain the scope of the fire-resistance-rated and smoke-resistant provisions in Chapter 7. 

 List the hazards associated with interior finishes, decorative materials and trims. 

 Identify the individual building components that require a fire-resistance rating. 
Click here for registration information. 
 

ICC and NOWRA to co-publish the International Private Sewage Disposal Code 
The International Code Council (ICC) and National Onsite Wastewater Recycling Association (NOWRA) 
announce an agreement to co-publish the International Private Sewage Disposal Code® (IPSDC). The 
IPSDC addresses the best practices and technologies to ensure the safety and welfare of communities, 
individuals, and businesses that utilize their own onsite wastewater solutions. Currently adopted within 
17 states and by 102 jurisdictions, the U.S. territories of Guam and Puerto Rico, as well as in Abu Dhabi, 
the IPSDC is quickly becoming the primary resource for communities that wish to implement safe, 
affordable private sewage disposal solutions.  
 
Through leveraging the combined expertise of ICC’s and NOWRA’s memberships, the collaborative effort 
on the IPSDC will facilitate the use of the latest science-based best practices and innovative technologies 
in safely handling onsite, decentralized wastewater, thereby reducing customers’ costs. The IPSDC 
addresses inconsistencies within many regulations that dictate how decentralized systems can be 
designed, installed, and operated. The code development cycle for the 2018 IPSDC is complete and the 
latest issue will be available through the ICC and NOWRA websites in 2017. Communities looking for 
more information to adopt the IPSDC can contact their state’s Government Relations Regional Manager. 
 

Federal Court rules standards do not lose copyright protection when incorporated by reference 
A Federal Court ruled in February that standards do not enter the public domain, and do not lose their 
copyright protection, when they are incorporated by reference into regulations. The case involved a 



  
 

  
 

lawsuit filed by ASTM International, the National Fire Protection Association, and the American Society 
of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers against Public.Resource.org, which had, over an 
extended period of time, posted numerous copyrighted codes and standards on its website. The Court 
permanently barred Public.Resource.org from any unauthorized use or distribution of certain of the 
plaintiffs' copyrighted materials. 
 

Significant changes to the 2015 PMG codes aimed at preventing problems with condensate pumps 
Condensate pumps are often located in attics and crawl spaces and above ceilings where they are not 
readily observable. If they fail, the condensate overflow can cause structural damage to the building, 
especially where the overflow will not be noticed immediately. An addition to Section 307.6 states that 
condensate pumps located in uninhabitable spaces and used with condensing fuel-fired appliances and 
cooling equipment must be connected to the appliance or equipment served by the pump to prevent 
water damage in the event of pump failure. 
 

Federal program to reduce windstorm impacts requests comments on new strategic plan 
Windstorms, most often in the forms of hurricanes and tornadoes, are the largest loss-producing natural 
hazard in the United States and have caused more than $70 billion in economic losses and more than 
4,500 deaths since 1980. The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) released its draft of 
the National Windstorm Impact Reduction Program (NWIRP), a new strategic plan to reduce loss of life 
and property from windstorms. The plan maps out a pathway to better understand, assess the impact 
from, and protect against windstorms. To counter devastation and bring losses significantly down, 
Congress created NWIRP, marshaling the expertise and resources of four federal agencies: NIST, the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the 
National Science Foundation. Other federal agencies that are also involved are the Federal Highway 
Administration, the Department of Housing and Urban Development, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
and the Department of Energy. 
 
Non-profit founder seeks safe swimming conditions through International Swimming Pool & Spa Code 
Laura Metro, founder of the CPR Party that provides free CPR training, is seeking to provide basic swim 
lessons for citizens and tax credits for companies providing resources to make people water-safe. Metro 
proposes that one way to prevent drowning incidents is to give swimming pool and spa professionals 
incentive to build and upgrade pools that comply with the Code Council's International Swimming Pool 
& Spa Code. "If we arm swimming pool and spa professionals with the correct tools and incentives to 
build new pools to code and upgrade existing pools, we will save thousands of lives and millions of 
dollars in medical costs," she said. 
 

Is your ICC Chapter using the current ICC logo on its website and other publications? 
Please check your Chapter’s website and publications to make sure that if it’s using the ICC logo, that it’s 
the current logo. Use this link to see the current version of the official ICC logo, and to download it for 
your Chapter’s use: https://www.iccsafe.org/download-icc-logos/  
 
 
NOTE: If you’d like to share what your Chapter or city is planning for 2017 Building Safety Month, please 
contact your ICC Government Relations Liaison today. We’d like to let others know that you’re proud to 
support Building Safety Month! 
 



 
 

TO: VBCOA Exec Board 
 

FROM: Cindy Davis, Deputy Director 
Building and Fire Regulations 

 
DATE: April 25, 2017 

 
RE: DHCD report for VBCOA mid-year meeting 

 
State Building Code Office (SBCO)  
 
• Proposed regulations approved by the BHCD were published in the February 20, 2017 Virginia Register. 
• There are a few editorial errata items that the Code Commission staff missed that will be published in the 

next Virginia Register. 
• A public hearing on the proposed regulations will be held at the May BHCD meeting. 
• Final regulation phase of the 2015 Code Change Cycle now underway. 

o Currently number of proposals is 86 with 12 of those being proposals carried over from the proposed 
regulation phase. The deadline to submit proposals is May 26. 

o Workgroup meetings will continue through August of 2017. 
o Fire Code rewrite effort has five sub-workgroup meetings scheduled through August of 2017. To 

date we have received five chapters submitted as a new code proposal in cdpVA. 
o Three additional sub-workgroups have been established. 

 Energy proposals – HBAV to meet with energy advocacy groups to facilitate consensus; DHCD 
staff facilitating. 

 Special inspections – Whether small buildings not required to be designed by an RDP are 
required to have special inspections if having components normally subject to special 
inspections. 

 Manufactured home parks – deferred legislation to require notification of park residents 
when code violations are present. 

• Staff has updated the cdpVA website (https://va.cdpacess.com )with current information related to the Final 
Phase process. 

• Staff is reviewing and preparing an update to the Related Laws Package (includes review of other state 
agencies’ regulations and memorandums of agreement with other state agencies). 

• Staff is beginning preparations for publishing of 2015 ICC-printed Virginia versions of the I-Codes. This 
custom printing is the national model codes with all Virginia amendments incorporated. 

• Technical Review Board has two new members—E.G. Middleton III (Electrical Contractor) and Aaron L. 
Zdinak, PE (Va. Society of Professional Engineers). 

• Technical Review Board has received 3 appeals so far this year. 
• Technical Review Board recently issued an interpretation on Section 305.2.9 Clear zone of the 

International Swimming Pool and Spa Code; however, there was a proposal submitted to delete this 
section - stay tuned.  

• 1154 modular seals were issued through the end of March. 
 
 
 

https://va.cdpacess.com/


Virginia Building Code Academy (VBCA)  
 

• The VBCA introduces its newest staff member, Brandi Smith-Sam. Brandi is a training coordinator and will 
handle the application process, will be on-site at many trainings, and will manage the class registration 
process.  

• Reminder: 2017 CE applications are due May 1 for certificate holders with the last name beginning with N 
thru Z. Refer to the CE policy or contact Brandi Smith-Sam at (804) 371-7180 with questions. 

• There are multiple continuing education offerings on the 2017 schedule - register early. 
• The VBCA development staff are very busy this year. The VBCA has launched a number of classes including 

the VA Rehab code, Asbestos On-line, Water Reuse Online. Its newest launch is the amusement device 
inspection orientation program. This is a multi-day class designed to prepare students seeking their ADI 
certification with midway experience as required by NAARSO to sit for the exam. Contact Charlotte Carter at 
804-371-7184 for information on who should attend and registration information. 

• The VBCA has a number of programs currently in development:  
o The Elevator inspection class, a multi-day technical class which will be required for certification, is 

scheduled to pilot later this Spring. Contact Rajan Engh for more information regarding the class or 
the pilot at 804-371-7185.   

o Stephen Reynolds is working with the Mechanical subject matter experts/instructors to revamp the 
Mechanical Inspection class. This will include adding content on plan review process and relationship 
to the inspection process as well as relevant energy code content. Stephen will also be updating 
delivery method and student workbooks.  

• The VBCA is finalizing details related to offering the VBCA train-the-trainer program which will be offered later 
this spring or early summer. The seats in the first event will be provided to instructors are our waiting list as 
well with individuals who have been identified by the VBCA to potentially fill instructor vacancies on a number 
of instructional teams. VBCA intends to open registration through the VBCA Online System for its second 
offering intended for alter this calendar year or early 2018.  
 

Other 
 
• DHCD’s Building Safety Month proclamation will be presented to VBCOA on May 1st (mid-year conference).  
• DHCD is running a contest for Building Safety Month.  A competition for jurisdictions who participate in BSM.  

The competition will be judged on a number of criteria including: signing of a proclamation, resident 
involvement, elected official involvement, code official involvement, creativity, etc.  The contest runs for the 
entire month, so it’s not too late to plan something.  Submittals are due by the end of June.  Two winners will 
be selected.  One from a large jurisdiction (less than 10 employees) and one from a larger jurisdiction (more 
than 10).  Winners will receive their choice of either a DHCD training module or an ICC training module for up 
to 40 people, along with a catered lunch for the code department.  Winners will be announced at the Joint 
Education Conference at the end of July. 

• DHCD is offering a scholarship for Building Safety Month to graduating high school seniors and students of 
two & four year institutions.  Applicants must submit a minimum 1000-word essay that illustrates how code 
officials promote community safety and economic growth in their communities.   

• The 2018 ICC Planning Committee has meeting and making preparations for the 2018 Annual Conference 
and Group A Public Comment Hearings.  The conference will be held at the Greater Richmond convention 
Center from October 21-23, 2018.   
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