
Building officials celebrate a year 
of progress and growth
THANKS TO THE DILIGENCE of  building safety profes-
sionals across the state, the Virginia Building and Code As-
sociation made great strides in reaching this year’s ambitious 
and far-reaching objectives.  

First, VBCOA promoted interest in the building safety 
profession by expanding its partnership with high schools and 
developing a curriculum to offer education on building codes.

Second, training offered through VBCOA now counts to-
ward national and state certification requirements for building 
safety personnel, making VBCOA’s educational sessions even 
more essential. 

Third, Building Safety Month, held each year in May, is 
one of  VBCOA’s most extensive public outreach efforts.  This 
year, Building Safety Month commemorations were held in 
Alexandria, Front Royal and Norfolk.  In addition, individual 
building officials developed their own outreach initiatives in 
their communities, such as offering free deck inspections.  

Fourth, VBCOA developed a model code update training 
program for educating contractors, homebuilders, architects 
and other professionals in the private sector. This training 
serves the dual purpose of  educating VBCOA’s primary pri-
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vate sector partners and generat-
ing revenues for the association.  

Fifth, VBCOA enhanced its 
website to become the associa-
tion’s primary communication 
means.  Information from VB-
COA’s eight regions and com-
mittees is posted on the website, 
which also offers a forum for members to discuss timely issues.

Fairfax County Building Code Services Manager Guy 
Tomberlin is the current president of  the International Code 
Council (ICC), which develops the codes used in most states 
as well as in other countries.  ICC has selected Richmond as 
the site of  its 2018 annual conference, which will offer a great 
opportunity to showcase the region and the state.  

VBCOA’s officers are President Sean P. Farrell, Prince Wil-
liam County; First Vice President John Walsh, Richmond; Sec-
ond Vice President David Beahm, Warren County; Sergeant 
At Arms Gregg Fields, Alexandria; and Immediate Past Presi-
dent Cathy Cook, Blacksburg.  VML Director of  Research 
Mary Jo Fields serves as executive director. 
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